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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, our rock and fortress, 

You put the mountains in place and 
bring silence to roaring waves. We cele-
brate and sing because You are always 
with us. You are a strong tower where 
we find safety. Strengthen our faith 
and forgive us when we doubt Your 
power and providence. Thank You for 
this great land and for the many free-
doms we sometimes take for granted. 

Lord, we appreciate Your faithfulness 
and Your mercies that are new each 
day. Today, lead our lawmakers so that 
Your Name will be honored. 

And, Lord, bless Senator MCCONNELL 
with a speedy recovery. 

We pray in Your marvelous Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
majority leader is recognized. 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 701 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
first, a little housekeeping, and then I 
will give my remarks. 

I understand that there is a bill at 
the desk that is due for a second read-
ing. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will report the bill by title for 
the second time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 701) to protect a person’s ability 
to determine whether to continue or end a 
pregnancy, and to protect a health care pro-
vider’s ability to provide abortion services. 

Mr. SCHUMER. In order to place the 
bill on the calendar, under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I would object to fur-
ther proceeding. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be 
placed on the calendar. 

f 

MITCH MCCONNELL 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
first, my thoughts this morning are 
with my good friend Leader MITCH 
MCCONNELL, who is recovering in the 
hospital after an accident last night. 

This morning, I offer a prayer of 
strength and healing for the leader and 
his family. I called the leader this 
morning and spoke briefly with his 
staff to extend my prayers and well 
wishes. My thoughts are also with 
Leader MCCONNELL’s family and his 
team. 

I join every single one of my col-
leagues in wishing Leader MCCONNELL 
a speedy and full recovery. 

f 

BUDGET 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, on 
the President’s budget, today, as we all 
know, President Biden will release his 
budget for fiscal year 2024. 

As promised, the President’s budget 
is set to be a bold, optimistic, and seri-

ous proposal for strengthening our 
economy and creating opportunities to 
climb into the middle class as well as 
helping people stay there once they get 
in the middle class. 

The President’s budget succeeds 
where Republicans have failed by pre-
senting a realistic blueprint for low-
ering the deficit without cutting bene-
fits tens of millions of Americans rely 
upon. Unlike the Republicans, the 
President’s plan actually protects So-
cial Security, Medicare, and Medicaid 
while building on Democrats’ work to 
lower prescription drug costs and save 
taxpayer dollars. 

Again, Republicans love to talk 
about deficit cuts and saving tax dol-
lars, but Democrats are the ones actu-
ally getting it done. 

The President’s budget prioritizes a 
strong defense. It offers robust support 
for Ukraine, which, after last night’s 
brutal missile barrage, remains as ur-
gent as ever. 

Unlike Republicans, the President’s 
plan invests in America instead of 
starving it. The President’s budget in-
vests in advanced manufacturing and 
high-tech jobs and scientific research, 
job training, education, and appren-
ticeships. 

The President’s budget asks the 
wealthiest Americans to pay just a lit-
tle more of their fair share in taxes so 
that programs like Medicare remain 
solvent for decades. Just about all 
Americans think this is just plain fair 
because there is no justification for the 
ultrawealthy to have a lower tax bur-
den on a percentage basis than teach-
ers and nurses and cabdrivers and fire-
fighters. 

I want to thank President Biden for 
laying down an optimistic, forward- 
thinking vision for our country. This is 
what Americans want. They want real 
stuff. They want positive thinking 
about the future, help for those in the 
middle class to stay there, and for 
those struggling to get to the middle 
class, to make it a little easier to get 
there. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:50 Mar 10, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A09MR6.000 S09MRPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES728 March 9, 2023 
But I really want to thank my Re-

publican colleagues who have done a 
great job in highlighting all of the 
ways they want to cut health programs 
and give the ultrarich yet another pay-
day. I am impressed at how effectively 
Republicans are making the argument 
on Democrats’ behalf because, while 
Democrats want to help average Amer-
icans, a group of House Republicans is 
working right now with former Trump 
Budget Director Russell Vought to 
carry out a budget outline with drastic 
cuts that would harm tens of millions 
of people. Vought is a hard-right guy. 
He hates government even when it 
helps people. 

According to the New York Times, 
Republicans in the House are consid-
ering proposals that would cut hun-
dreds of billions from everything from 
the FBI to things like Pell grant eligi-
bility and even Medicaid. 

I recently saw—catch this, Madam 
President. I recently saw one House 
Republican frame spending cuts as a 
matter of courage. That is what one 
House Republican said. Well, there is 
nothing courageous about taking 
SNAP benefits away from hungry kids. 
There is nothing courageous about cut-
ting national security or constricting 
Pell grant eligibility. There is nothing 
courageous about cutting housing and 
funding for police and firefighters 
while doing nothing—nothing—to get 
wealthy Americans to pay their fair 
share. How dare Republicans say it is 
courageous to make those cuts. 

Finally, the ball is now in Speaker 
MCCARTHY’s court. Today is March 9, 
and there is still one big question all of 
us are asking: Speaker MCCARTHY, 
where is your plan? 

The debt ceiling must be raised soon. 
House Republicans say they won’t do it 
without painful cuts to our country, 
which Democrats fiercely reject, but to 
this day, Americans have no idea where 
Republicans truly stand on Federal 
spending cuts, whether it is dealing 
with the debt ceiling or proposing a 
budget itself. All we have are various 
proposals like Mr. Vought’s, which, if 
passed, would wreck our country and 
do huge damage to working families. 

Speaker MCCARTHY, again, where is 
your plan? Where is your plan in regard 
to the debt ceiling? Where is your plan 
in regard to the budget? 

The President has done his job by 
showing where Democrats stand. 
Speaker MCCARTHY needs to come 
clean with the American people and 
spell out precisely what cuts he plans 
and explain how these cuts will put the 
pain on average families. 

f 

FOX NEWS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Now, Madam Presi-
dent, in terms of FOX News, most 
Members of this Chamber were present 
the day the insurrectionists attacked 
the Capitol on January 6. We saw it 
with our own eyes. I was within 20, 30 
feet of these hooligans. One of them al-
legedly screamed out ‘‘Let’s get him,’’ 

pointing at me. Thousands of Trump 
supporters broke through police barri-
cades, assaulted officers, and smashed 
through windows to enter the building. 
Our offices were ransacked. Staffers 
hid behind closed doors and beneath 
conference tables, trembling in fear for 
their safety. 

My point is this: Those of us who 
were here on January 6 know the at-
tack was a violent insurrection, includ-
ing Speaker MCCARTHY. The Speaker 
has now had multiple chances to de-
nounce FOX News for lying to the 
American people about January 6, but 
instead of speaking out against FOX’s 
lies, the Speaker is sticking his head in 
the sand, saying he hasn’t watched 
Tucker Carlson’s broadcast. 

MCCARTHY gives Carlson the tapes. 
He knows how inflammatory and dis-
honest Tucker Carlson is. He knows 
how dangerous this is. And he doesn’t 
even take the time to watch the seg-
ment? That is unacceptable. It is out-
rageous. For Speaker MCCARTHY not 
even to watch the spoiled fruits of his 
labor shows a callousness and uncon-
cern far beneath the dignity of the 
Speaker’s office. 

Senators, thankfully, from both sides 
of the aisle have called out FOX News 
for lying. Leader MCCONNELL has ac-
knowledged FOX News’s lying. The 
Capitol Police chief, in sticking up for 
his own officers, has called out FOX 
News for lying. Every leader on Capitol 
Hill has done the right thing by calling 
out FOX News’s lies except for Speaker 
MCCARTHY. 

By remaining silent, Speaker MCCAR-
THY is empowering Tucker Carlson’s 
lies. The Speaker is outing himself as a 
January 6 denier, in complete accord 
and in line with Tucker Carlson. It is a 
shame. 

f 

RAIL SAFETY 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, on 
the railroads, this morning, Norfolk 
Southern’s CEO, Alan Shaw, will tes-
tify before the Environment and Public 
Works Committee, where he will be 
held to account for his company’s pat-
tern of negligence when it comes to 
safety regulations. 

My questions to Mr. Shaw remain the 
same: Why did Norfolk Southern spend 
years lobbying for looser regulations to 
prevent accidents like this, particu-
larly when Donald Trump was Presi-
dent? Despite seeing a record $3.3 bil-
lion in profits last year, why did Nor-
folk Southern prioritize billions in 
stock buybacks instead of investing in 
safety equipment or in their workers? 
What is Norfolk Southern doing to pre-
vent future accidents like the one in 
East Palestine? And God forbid another 
one happens, how will Norfolk South-
ern ensure communities get the re-
sources they need to respond to them? 

I expect Mr. Shaw to answer these 
questions. The American people expect 
Mr. Shaw to answer these questions. 
And we expect a candid, frank, and 
honest discussion about the dangers of 

rail companies like Norfolk Southern 
maximizing profits at the expense of 
everything else, even people’s safety. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, fi-
nally, on the nominations front, today 
will be a busy day on the Senate floor. 

Later this morning, we will confirm 
Daniel Werfel to serve as Commis-
sioner for the IRS. Mr. Werfel’s con-
firmation will bring important benefits 
to the American people because when 
the IRS is better staffed, more Ameri-
cans can benefit from the tax credits— 
significant tax credits—we approved 
last year through legislation like 
CHIPS and Science and the IRA and 
other legislation as well. 

First, Republicans wanted to cut IRS 
agents, which hurts the American peo-
ple because they have to wait longer in 
line to get help with filing their taxes, 
and it lets the rich get away without 
paying their fair share of taxes. 

No ultrawealthy American should 
ever pay less on a percentage basis 
than a nurse or a cabdriver. This nomi-
nation, plus the addition of IRS agents 
in the bill, will make it far more likely 
the wealthy will pay their fair share. 
As we know, under Donald Trump, au-
diting the ultrawealthy went way 
down, while people on the EITC, the 
earned income tax credit, who were 
making about $40,000 a year, were being 
audited over and over again. 

It also makes it more likely that 
when Americans need help, they won’t 
have to wait hours or days or weeks to 
get in touch with an IRS agent. 

We will also confirm today two more 
exceptional judges: James Edward Sim-
mons, Jr., to serve as district judge for 
the Southern District of California, 
and Maria Kahn to serve on the Second 
Circuit Court of Appeals. Both Mr. 
Simmons and Ms. Kahn are remarkable 
legal minds, with impressive résumés. 
Their confirmations will strengthen 
our Federal courts and help restore 
Americans’ trust in an independent and 
impartial judiciary. 

I look forward to getting these three 
nominees confirmed, and I thank my 
colleagues from both sides of the aisle 
for their bipartisan support. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Morn-
ing business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Daniel I. 
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Werfel, of the District of Columbia, to 
be Commissioner of Internal Revenue 
for the term expiring November 12, 
2027. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Alaska. 

TRIBUTE TO JAMES L. BUCKLEY 
Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, I 

am honored, so honored, to say a few 
words this morning about Judge James 
Buckley—a statesman; a patriot; a 
member of the World War II Greatest 
Generation; a senior Reagan State De-
partment official; a DC Court of Ap-
peals judge; a former Member of this 
body, the U.S. Senate; a friend; and a 
shining example of a good, meaningful 
life lived in full. 

It is not very often that you get to 
say happy birthday to your hundred- 
year-old mentor on the Senate floor, 
but today, I get to do that to one of my 
mentors. 

Judge Buckley has been a mentor 
and role model to me and so many 
other people who worked for him or 
worked with him over the past cen-
tury. 

So, Judge, I hope you are watching. I 
hope some of your family members are 
watching. I want to wish you a happy 
hundredth birthday from the U.S. Sen-
ate. We have this wonderful card here 
signed by dozens of U.S. Senators—Re-
publicans, Democrats, Independents— 
here on the Senate floor on your hun-
dredth birthday, right now. We are 
going to deliver this to you soon. 

For those watching, who is this re-
markable American statesman? There 
is a wonderful Wall Street Journal op- 
ed in this morning’s Journal entitled 
‘‘Jim Buckley’s Century of Service.’’ I 
encourage all of my Senate colleagues 
to read it. 

He was from a very large and famous 
Connecticut family with many promi-
nent brothers and sisters—10 of them. 
It is quite large. His younger brother 
was the conservative intellectual Wil-
liam F. Buckley. 

James Buckley—Judge Buckley, as I 
like to call him—served his country in 
so many ways: as I noted, first, hero-
ically, as a World War II Naval officer. 
He served in many battles, including 
the Battle of Okinawa, which was the 
bloodiest battle in U.S. Navy history. 

He served as a U.S. Senator from New 
York and Under Secretary of State in 
the Reagan administration, a judge on 
the Federal court of appeals for the DC 
Circuit right down the road, commonly 
referred to as ‘‘the second-most impor-
tant court in the land.’’ 

Think about that. That is service at 
the highest levels of three different 
branches of government—the only liv-
ing American to do that and the oldest 
Member of the U.S. Senate, former 
Member. 

In every position, Judge Buckley, 
throughout his life, brought integrity, 
a fierce intellect, and a compelling 
commitment to American 
exceptionalism. 

I have known Judge Buckley for 30 
years. He is a man of faith, class, dig-

nity, and humility. He has never 
stopped serving his country. Even into 
his late nineties, he was still at work 
writing a very well-received book on 
public policy just a few years ago 
called ‘‘Saving Congress from Itself.’’ 

A few years back, I suggested that he 
present his book to us at one of our Re-
publican lunches. In so doing, I ex-
plained to the judge the way in which 
we have lunches here in the Senate. 
Three times a week, we get together. 
There is the Tuesday policy lunch; 
there is the Wednesday—what we call— 
Steering Committee lunch; and then 
there is the Thursday lunch, more in-
formal, hosted by members of our con-
ference who can brag a little bit about 
their State and feed us great food from 
their State. So I suggested to the 
judge, come by the Wednesday Steering 
Committee lunch and share with us 
your new book. And I noted, you know, 
you may know, Judge, that the Steer-
ing Committee was initially set up a 
long time ago by a group of more con-
servative Senators but is now pretty 
much attended by all Republican Sen-
ators for lunch. Was he familiar with 
the Steering Committee, I asked the 
judge. 

In typical, James Buckley humble 
fashion, he said quietly: Why, DAN, yes, 
I believe I was one of the cofounders of 
the Steering Committee. 

Of course, you were, Judge. Of 
course, you were. 

Anyway, we all had a great, very 
memorable lunch here in the Senate 
with Jim Buckley, where just in an 
hour, so many of my colleagues learned 
so much from him, which is what he 
has been doing his whole life. 

I got to know Judge Buckley when I 
caught a lucky break 30 years ago and 
was hired by him as his fourth law 
clerk—kind of a law clerk intern— 
when he was a DC Circuit Court of Ap-
peals judge right down the road and I 
was in my final year at Georgetown 
Law School. This was an incredible ex-
perience for me. 

As most know, and I already men-
tioned, the DC Circuit is considered the 
second most important court in the 
country and, of course, is known as a 
feeder court into the U.S. Supreme 
Court for law clerks, but particularly 
for judges. Just look at all the former 
DC Circuit judges who went on to be 
Supreme Court Justices: Burger, 
Scalia, Ginsburg, Thomas, Roberts, 
Kavanaugh, and Jackson. 

As a Georgetown law student, this in-
ternship was a very exciting oppor-
tunity for me, and I saw up close in 
Judge Buckley an example of prin-
cipled jurisprudence that was anchored 
in the text of Federal statutes and the 
Constitution that recognized and em-
phasized the limits on Federal judici-
ary and agency powers and that under-
stood the importance of federalism and 
the separation of powers in our con-
stitutional system of ordered liberty. 

These were lifelong lessons for me, 
and I continue to use them daily right 
here in the U.S. Senate. 

I enjoyed this job so much and was 
learning so much that I pretty much 
quit going to many of my law school 
classes. 

For the young people watching, espe-
cially law students, don’t do that. That 
was a dumb idea. My very low grade in 
my evidence class was evidence of this. 

Judge Buckley, back then, tolerated 
me in his chambers 30 years ago, but he 
really developed a special bond with 
my then-girlfriend, Julie, who is now 
my wife of over 28 years. 

Julie and the judge had a small-world 
connection concerning the great State 
of Alaska that was quite remarkable. 

In 1971, there was a very important 
bill being debated right here in the 
U.S. Senate called the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act, what we call 
ANCSA. That bill became the world’s 
largest land settlement for indigenous 
people ever, anywhere in the world. 
Right here in America, 44 million acres 
of Federal land went to the Native peo-
ple of Alaska. And Jim Buckley, then a 
first-term U.S. Senator in his first 
year, became a big supporter of Native 
rights in Alaska. It was curious, inter-
esting. What was going on there? 

He was a conservative Republican 
and believed in property rights, and 
ownership, and free enterprise, and fee 
simple lands for the Native people, 
which was what ANCSA was all about— 
much different than the lower 48, 
where the system of reservations and 
land held in trust by the Federal Gov-
ernment does not work well. 

There was something else going on 
there, the Alaska Native leaders went 
to Washington in force to lobby dif-
ferent Senators. Senator Buckley was 
lobbied by a beautiful 36-year-old bril-
liant Alaska Native leader named Mary 
Jane Fate, who just so happened to be 
my wife’s—then my girlfriend’s—mom. 
So the judge and my girlfriend, Julie, 
figured that out, put two and two to-
gether, that her mom was one of the 
big reasons in terms of lobbying that 
he got interested in the ANCSA legisla-
tion and was a strong supporter of 
that. 

Of course, that cemented their rela-
tionship and our relationship, and 
Julie and I and the judge have been 
great friends ever since. I do want to 
thank him, again, on behalf of the peo-
ple of Alaska for being such a strong 
supporter of that legislation, which lit-
erally changed the history trajectory 
of our State for the better 51 years ago. 

A few years ago, I was asked by the 
outstanding organization, The Fund for 
American Studies, to give an address 
about honorable leadership—honorable 
leadership—and I made my entire 
speech about the life and example of 
James Buckley. 

Honorable leadership and upholding 
the highest values of ethical service, 
which is what the life of Judge Buckley 
epitomizes, is not always easy. 

For example, as a U.S. Senator, 
Judge Buckley was one of the first 
Members of the Senate Republican cau-
cus to call on President Nixon to resign 
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in the wake of the Watergate scandal. 
That certainly was not easy. 

He was also an early Republican lead-
er on issues of environmental steward-
ship and responsible, commonsense 
conservationism in the spirit of Repub-
lican President Teddy Roosevelt that 
has the support from local commu-
nities. 

He cosponsored legislation that cre-
ated the Gateway National Recreation 
Area, which stretches along the north-
east Atlantic coast from New York to 
New Jersey and is home to one of the 
most significant bird sanctuaries in the 
northeast part of the United States. 

As an avid birder himself, I am sure 
that this is one of the many proud as-
pects of the judge’s important legacy 
to New York and to the rest of the 
country. 

I think without a doubt, the most 
important legacy Jim Buckley has left 
all of us in the past 100 years has been 
his commitment to freedom and Amer-
ican liberty in both words and deeds. 

He fought for American freedom in 
the Pacific in World War II. Like so 
many from his ‘‘greatest generation,’’ 
he literally saved the world from tyr-
anny. 

He spoke eloquently of American 
freedom throughout his life. In another 
one of his books, titled ‘‘If Men Were 
Angels,’’ he wrote the following: 

I believe that in the last analysis the most 
important thing in social and political life is 
freedom, and I believe that it is because of 
the safeguards written into the Constitution, 
and the character of the American people, 
that we have enjoyed it in so great a meas-
ure. 

More than any other country. 
Mr. President, this great American 

patriot has left his mark on the Amer-
ican soul and American history and 
American heritage at the highest levels 
of our Federal Government, in all three 
branches of service. 

Thank you for your exceptional serv-
ice to our great Nation, Judge Buckley. 
All of the U.S. Senate and all of Amer-
ica wish you a happy and healthy 100th 
birthday. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

LUJÁN). The majority whip. 
WOMEN’S HEALTH PROTECTION ACT 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, yester-
day, I joined Leader SCHUMER, Senators 
BALDWIN, BLUMENTHAL, and MURRAY 
and a number of my colleagues in in-
troducing a piece of legislation that is 
urgently needed. It is entitled the 
Women’s Health Protection Act of 2023. 

This bill would protect the right to 
obtain and provide reproductive 
healthcare—as basic as anything in 
America—as well as the freedom of 
Americans to seek this care free of 
medically unnecessary restrictions or 
limitations as to where a patient can 
receive it. 

It has been about 9 months since the 
Thomas-Alito Court ripped away this 
fundamental right in America and put 
a target on the backs of women and 
healthcare providers across the coun-

try. Since then, we have heard one hor-
ror story after another—stories of rape 
victims as young as 10 years old who 
have been forced to travel across State 
lines to receive critical healthcare, sto-
ries of women who were suffering mis-
carriages but still have been denied 
care by doctors in red States where the 
doctors are afraid of being charged 
with a crime, stories of women who 
have been abandoned by their State’s 
leaders, many of whom have found ref-
uge in the State of Illinois. 

Despite these stories of girls and 
women who have been denied critical 
healthcare because of partisan politics, 
Republicans are continuing to push 
dangerous abortion bans and restric-
tions. These politicians think they 
know better than the women who are 
affected by these decisions and their 
doctors. 

Beware of the moment when legisla-
tors start playing doctor. They are 
doing it all across America on this 
issue. They are wrong. 

We need to respect the freedom and 
right of women and the expertise of 
their medical professionals, period, and 
we need to recognize that politicians 
have no business in the hospital room 
or in the doctor’s office. There should 
be a matter of privacy and respect that 
should be guiding our policy. 

If we want to defend freedom and fun-
damental rights in America, we need to 
pass the Women’s Health Protection 
Act. 

The debate has even gone so far as to 
affect the corner drugstore. 

This week, I was on the phone with 
the CEO of Walgreens, an Illinois-based 
company, one of the largest pharmacy 
companies in the United States of 
America. They are torn currently by 
an announcement of policy earlier this 
week which generated a lot of con-
troversy: whether or not they will dis-
pense medications which are used to 
end a pregnancy. 

I begged them to at least wait until 
this issue has become clearer in the 
courts before taking a corporate posi-
tion. The other major pharmacy chains 
are making the same decision them-
selves. We will find out what they con-
clude. 

But it is an indication that this de-
bate has gone far beyond the floor of 
the U.S. Senate in Washington—it is on 
your street corner; it is in your mall; it 
is in the shopping center that you have 
been going to all your life—as to 
whether or not you can have access to 
a drug that was judged safe and effec-
tive 20 years ago by the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

That is what happens when legisla-
tors decide to be doctors. 

CHILD LABOR 
Mr. President, on another topic, 

when you stop by the grocery store to 
pick up your favorite box of cereal or 
some chicken breasts for dinner, would 
you ever guess you were buying a prod-
uct that had been produced by ex-
ploited children? Not in America. Not 
in 2023. Sorry, I am afraid it is so. 

Last week, the New York Times ran 
an extremely important article about 
an investigation on what it deemed the 
‘‘new economy of exploitation.’’ That 
economy is powered by young migrant 
children who arrived in this country 
without their parents and are working 
at unthinkably dangerous jobs in the 
American economy. 

But the exploitation is not limited to 
migrant children. In factories across 
the country, from North Carolina to 
South Dakota, children as young as 12 
years of age—that is right, 12 years of 
age—are working in the dead of night, 
in some of the most grueling environ-
ments imaginable: freezing cold 
slaughterhouses and auto part assem-
bly plants—12 years old. These children 
work as long as 12 hours per shift, and, 
for migrant children, many are under 
pressure to send money back home or 
to pay back the criminals who smug-
gled them across the border. 

Often, these children go to school in 
the morning because they are trying to 
learn to speak English and get an edu-
cation. How can you learn when you 
are running on no sleep? 

Mr. President, I have some personal 
familiarity with some of these working 
conditions. When I was a college stu-
dent, I worked two or three summers 
to pay my way through college. One of 
the jobs was on the railroad, a tradi-
tion in my family. Fortunately for me, 
I only have a minor scar to show for 
my time in the switchyard, but many 
others were not so lucky. 

The other job I had while I worked 
my way through college was in a 
meatpacking facility. I spent four sum-
mers there. I saw almost every aspect 
of that type of environment. I cannot 
imagine a 12-year-old in that dangerous 
environment. So when I hear young 
children are working long hours in 
meatpacking plants and slaughter-
houses, it is beyond horrifying. It is be-
yond unconscionable, and it has to end. 

These accounts of children working 
in slaughterhouses and factories are 
not only shocking; they are blatantly 
unlawful in America. Our Nation out-
lawed oppressive child labor almost 100 
years ago. This is a problem that 
should be relegated to history books or 
novels by Dickens, but it is not. 

In fact, since 2018, there has been a 
nearly 70-percent increase in illegally 
employed children. When the number 
of children being forced to work dan-
gerous and potentially deadly jobs is 
on the rise, it is clear that our child 
labor laws are not up to speed. 

Let me add the obvious. This is an-
other condemnation of the failure of 
our immigration policy in America. 
Consider the fact that people des-
perately need workers—desperately. In 
every corner of my State of Illinois, 
they tell me one after the other: We 
need more police. We need more fire-
fighters. We need more ambulance 
drivers. We need more healthcare 
workers. We need more workers in our 
nursing home—and on and on and on. 

And why are we facing these short-
ages? We are facing them because, for 4 
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years under President Trump, we 
stopped allowing legal migration into 
the United States, as we had in pre-
vious years, so fewer and fewer of these 
immigrant workers who are available 
to take on jobs that Americans are not 
waiting in line to fill. 

Behind the swinging doors of most of 
the restaurants and at some of the ho-
tels in the city of Chicago were un-
documented workers filling jobs which 
no one on the other side of that door 
would be interested in. So when we 
don’t have a legal system to allow mi-
gration to come to this country and to 
fill the jobs, this is what happens. 

Yesterday, I had a meeting with the 
Illinois Farm Bureau. I meet with 
them every year. There were about a 
dozen farmers from all across my 
State. I know politically who they are. 
They are great people. They are not 
necessarily of my political party or my 
political faith. But they all said the 
same thing: Senator, we need workers 
on our farms. Dairy farms, livestock 
operations, orchards—farms that need 
workers every single day, and they 
don’t have them. 

They said: Don’t tell us that we 
ought to go into town and get the kids 
in high school to be our next genera-
tion of workers. They are just not in-
terested, and they are not filling the 
jobs. 

And if we don’t fill these jobs, these 
conservative, politically, farmers are 
going to find their farming operations 
paying a heavy price for it. 

Why in the world can’t we acknowl-
edge the obvious? The obvious is that, 
if we have an orderly process to screen 
people to come work into the United 
States from various countries, we can 
stop seeing the onslaught of thousands 
coming to our border. We have already 
seen this happening in specific in-
stances through the Department of 
Homeland Security. We ought to be en-
hancing it and increasing it. 

I joined Senator SCHATZ last week 
when it came to this issue of child ex-
ploitation. He introduced a bill that 
would significantly expand and 
strengthen penalties for companies vio-
lating child labor laws. 

Let the word go out as clearly as it 
can from the floor of the U.S. Senate: 
If you have a business and you are ex-
ploiting children, you are in trouble. 
You are breaking the law, and you are 
going to pay a price for it. It is just not 
acceptable. So don’t use the excuse 
that you didn’t know. Find out. 

It would also apply these penalties to 
independent contractors. That is really 
important because some employers 
have managed to exploit children by 
hiring them through staffing agencies 
in an effort to avoid fines. Our bill 
would end this despicable practice. 

When a company hires little kids to 
work on a fast-paced assembly line, 
where these kids can be injured and 
even have their lives endangered, or 
when a company hires children to 
debone chickens or inhale toxic chemi-
cals in an auto factory, a small fine 

and a slap on the wrist just won’t do. 
We need to impose serious penalties on 
these companies so they will never hire 
exploited children ever again. That is 
what this bill wants to do. 

Importantly, the investigation from 
the New York Times illustrates that 
the humanitarian crisis in this country 
is rooted in the failure of this broken 
immigration system. From migrant 
children to farm workers, to families 
living under the threat of deportation, 
there are millions of people living in 
the shadows in this country and being 
exploited right under our noses. 

For those who entered the United 
States and are allowed to legally stay 
until their hearing date, there is a 
loophole in the law which makes life 
for them, in a legal way, almost impos-
sible. Many of these people, though le-
gally in the United States waiting for 
their asylum hearing, cannot legally 
work in the United States, depending 
on their circumstances, for 6 months to 
a year. What are they supposed to do? 
They want to work. There are jobs that 
need to be filled. We should find a way 
to do this in an orderly fashion. 

The Times reporting made it clear 
that unaccompanied migrant children 
are extremely vulnerable to exploi-
tation. That just stands to reason. Our 
Federal Agencies have to do more to 
protect them. 

Finally, I want to acknowledge a 
broader truth about the State of our 
economy. It is no secret that employ-
ers throughout the country are strug-
gling to find workers in Illinois, New 
Mexico—everywhere. There are 11 mil-
lion job openings in America and not 
nearly enough workers to fill them. 

It is disturbing that some Republican 
State lawmakers have suggested loos-
ening the child labor laws to fill these 
openings. To them, I suggest they read 
that New York Times piece and imag-
ine if it was your child or grandchild. 
Do we want kids skipping school to sit 
in a factory for 12 hours sewing socks 
or shivering in an industrial freezer? Is 
that any way to care for kids, whoever 
they may be, or to prepare the next 
generation of leaders in our country— 
the doctors, the educators, the citi-
zens? Of course not. 

The fact is, the quickest and most 
sensible way to address the labor short-
age in our country is to fix the broken 
immigration system. Let’s stop danc-
ing around it. Let’s face the music. We 
need to give undocumented immigrants 
living in the shadows a chance to be 
legal, and we should increase the num-
ber of working-age immigrants in this 
country by establishing new, thought-
ful pathways for workers to legally 
enter America. We should pair this ef-
fort with new funding to bring order to 
the border. That is a priority. I share it 
with our Republican colleagues who 
talk about that almost exclusively. 

The fact that American companies 
are turning to children to address our 
Nation’s labor shortage is a national 
disgrace. We bear responsibility right 
here in the U.S. Senate. We were elect-

ed to solve problems just like this. How 
many years have we been sitting back 
and saying the immigration system is 
broken; we have to change the laws? I 
will tell you: More than 30 years. 

Employers are counting on us to fix 
the immigration laws from both par-
ties so workers can enter the markets 
in a legal and safe way. Unless Con-
gress finally comes together to reform 
immigration in a bipartisan manner, 
these human rights abuses and embar-
rassment to our Nation will continue. 
What are we waiting for? Let’s get it 
done. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-

publican whip. 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, before I 

begin, I just want to say that along 
with all of my colleagues, my thoughts 
and prayers are with Leader MCCON-
NELL this morning, with his family, 
with his team. 

Along with our colleagues, I look for-
ward to his speedy return to the U.S. 
Senate. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
Mr. President, later today, the Presi-

dent of the United States will release 
his budget. We haven’t seen the details 
of it yet so I am not prepared. I will 
have more to say about that next week 
when I have an opportunity to drill 
down. 

But I think what we do know about 
it—and I can predict this because it is 
pretty easy to predict that the Presi-
dent’s budget will include a lot more 
spending, a lot more taxing and that 
after the last 2 years here where, 
through a budget reconciliation proc-
ess, the President and the Democrats 
here in Congress passed almost another 
$3 trillion in spending and taxing and 
debt outside of the normal appropria-
tions process at a time when revenue— 
last year’s revenue—was at a 20-year 
high. In fact, the revenue coming to 
the Federal Government in the last fis-
cal year, as a percentage of our entire 
economy, was higher than it has been 
with three exceptions in history. One 
was in the late nineties at the end of 
the dot-com bubble and two times in 
World War II. 

It is a record level of revenue as a 
percentage of GDP, and yet the Presi-
dent in his budget is going to propose a 
whole lot more spending and a whole 
lot more taxing and a whole lot more 
government—expanding, growing gov-
ernment. 

That is what we expect his budget to 
do, and like I said, I will have more to 
say about that next week. 

(The remarks of Mr. THUNE per-
taining to the introduction of S. 734 are 
printed in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the following 
Senators be permitted to speak prior to 
the scheduled rollcall vote: Senator 
LEE for up to 5 minutes, Senator COR-
NYN for up to 15 minutes, and Senator 
WYDEN for up to 5 minutes. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Utah. 
TRIBUTE TO JAMES L. BUCKLEY 

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, today we 
celebrate the 100th birthday of a true 
hero of the U.S. Senate, former Sen-
ator James Buckley. 

Born in 1923, James L. Buckley was 
raised in rural Connecticut. He went to 
college at Yale and graduated from 
Yale with a degree in English. 

After enlisting in the Navy, he served 
in World War II, where he fought in 
battles of Leyte, Lingayen Gulf, and 
Okinawa. Senator Buckley was dis-
charged in 1946 with the rank of lieu-
tenant and received his law degree 
from Yale in 1949. 

After working for a number of years 
in the private sector, James was elect-
ed to the U.S. Senate in 1970 as the 
candidate of New York’s Conservative 
Party, becoming the only candidate in 
the history of that State to win a 
major party election, running against 
both a Republican and a Democrat. In 
fact, Senator Buckley was the first and 
only third-party candidate to be elect-
ed to the U.S. Senate in the 20th cen-
tury. 

During his tenure, he championed 
many conservative causes, but in par-
ticular, he was a pioneer in the early 
pro-life movement following the Su-
preme Court’s decision in Roe v. Wade 
in 1973. Senator Buckley proposed and 
fought for a human life amendment, 
which would have recognized embryos 
as persons for purposes of that term’s 
use in the 14th Amendment. Along with 
the late Senator Jesse Helms, Buckley 
was also a key player in passing the 
Hyde amendment, named after the late 
Henry Hyde, which prevents taxpayer 
dollars from funding elective abor-
tions. 

Challenging the orthodoxy of his day, 
Republican Senator Buckley, was also 
one of the Senate’s first true environ-
mental conservationists. ‘‘Nixon estab-
lished the EPA in 1970,’’ he said, but he 
added, ‘‘I actually proposed it during 
my ’68 campaign.’’ He is responsible for 
major revisions to the Clean Air Act, 
which passed in 1977. 

James Buckley would later serve as 
an Under Secretary of State for Secu-
rity Assistance in the Reagan adminis-
tration in 1981, and then from 1982 to 
1985, he served as president of Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty, which was 
a contributing force in defeating the 
Soviet Union in the Cold War. Buckley 
used radio to deliver raw, fact-based 
news and messages to millions stuck 
behind the Iron Curtain. 

Then in 1985, President Reagan nomi-
nated Buckley to serve on the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the District of Co-
lumbia Circuit. The Senate confirmed 
him. Once confirmed to this position, 
Buckley became the only American to 
have served in a major position in all 
three branches of the Federal Govern-
ment—as a U.S. Senator, as Under Sec-

retary of State, and then as a judge sit-
ting on the DC Circuit. He retired in 
2000. 

My own interactions with James 
Buckley have helped me understand 
why he remains a hero to this day, not 
just in the Senate but really through-
out the United States. I invited him to 
address the Senate Republican con-
ference at our steering lunch just a few 
years ago, in which he provided obser-
vations that were timely, relevant, 
compelling, and delivered with incred-
ible enthusiasm. 

On each occasion when I have met 
Senator Buckley, he has always struck 
me as someone who is friendly, who is 
kind, who is thoughtful, considerate, 
and deeply loves his country and is 
willing to work hard to make it a bet-
ter place. 

Today, Mr. Buckley is the oldest liv-
ing former U.S. Senator, and to this 
day, he remains an advocate for con-
stitutional government, for federalism, 
separation of powers, and for conserv-
atism at large. 

In his 2015 book, ‘‘Saving Congress 
from Itself: Emancipating the States & 
Empowering Their People,’’ Mr. Buck-
ley wrote: 

Congress’s current dysfunction is rooted in 
its assumption over the years of more re-
sponsibilities than it can handle. Its mem-
bers now live a treadmill existence that no 
longer allows them time to study, learn, and 
think things through. Instead, they sub-
stitute political reflex for thought. 

The Senate would serve America well 
by heeding Mr. Buckley’s words. 

James Buckley’s commitment to 
service, whether on the battlefield, in 
these Halls of Congress, or in the 
courtroom, is a reminder of the power, 
joy, and honor of being an American. 

On this his 100th birthday, the Senate 
recognizes and pays tribute to a former 
colleague, Senator James L. Buckley, 
and his important legacy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas. 

FENTANYL 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, the 

overdose epidemic is ravaging commu-
nities all across this country and leav-
ing a trail of death and destruction. 
The latest data shows we lost nearly 
107,000 Americans last year alone. The 
majority of those deaths were attrib-
uted to fentanyl, a synthetic opioid 
made from precursors shipped from 
China, mainly, to Mexico, where they 
are then manufactured. Fentanyl alone 
is killing 70,000 Americans a year. 

On average, we are talking about 
more than 190 people dying each day 
due to fentanyl. That is more people 
than a commercial 737 airliner can 
hold. So imagine the public outrage if, 
day after day, commercial airliners fell 
out of the sky, killing everyone aboard. 
Well, you can imagine what the reac-
tion would be. Social media would 
erupt. People would protest. Our con-
stituents wouldn’t just ask us to inter-
vene; they would demand it. 

Unfortunately—and this is a mystery 
to me—the fentanyl epidemic and the 

drug overdose deaths we have seen in 
the last year don’t get the same sort of 
response. It is as though our threshold 
for outrage now is so high that even 
the death of 107,000 Americans would 
not achieve that threshold. 

We know this epidemic does not dis-
criminate. It kills people of all ages 
and backgrounds from major cities and 
small towns all across America. But 
one of the most alarming trends we see 
is the appalling trend of fentanyl-re-
lated deaths among teenagers. These 
teens frequently think they are buying 
something else, such as Percocet or 
OxyContin or Xanax, and unknowingly 
they end up with a counterfeit pill con-
taminated with a deadly dose of 
fentanyl. 

This is the case for students in Hays 
County, which is just southwest of Aus-
tin, where I live. Since last summer, 
the Hays Consolidated Independent 
School District has lost five students 
to fentanyl poisoning. 

In October, I had the chance to meet 
with the parents of one of those stu-
dents, Shannon McConville, who lost 
her 17-year-old son Kevin to fentanyl 
poisoning. She told me that Kevin was 
full of promise, a talented person, an 
artist. After graduating, he wanted to 
join the Navy and become an under-
water welder. But, sadly, Kevin was 
never able to realize his dream. He died 
just a few weeks before the beginning 
of his senior year. 

A couple of weeks ago, I traveled to 
Hays County to speak with more fami-
lies who have lost their children to 
fentanyl poisoning, as well as law en-
forcement personnel, school officials, 
and medical professionals, trying to 
figure out what do we need to do. 

I saw Shannon and her husband 
Darren, as well as the parents of an-
other young victim, 15-year-old Noah 
Rodriguez. Noah’s parents, Brandon 
and Janel, told me that Noah was a 
genuine, kind young man and some-
thing of a jokester. He was an athlete, 
a devoted friend, and a big brother to 
his three siblings, the youngest of 
whom was only 2 weeks old when Noah 
died. 

Despite their profound loss, these 
parents and countless others are com-
mitted to raising awareness. You can 
imagine the courage it takes to over-
come your grief and pain to try to 
share your story with others so that 
others might live. 

I had the opportunity to learn about 
the Fighting Fentanyl public aware-
ness campaign in Hays County, as well 
as the work being done by school lead-
ers and law enforcement. We all ac-
knowledged that there is no single ac-
tion that will end this epidemic. We 
can’t just focus on prevention or treat-
ment or drug diversion; a successful 
strategy will involve all three of those. 
We need buy-in from leaders at every 
level of government, as well as 
healthcare providers, schools, non-
profits, law enforcement, and, of 
course, the general public, just like the 
approach we are seeing in Hays Coun-
ty. This has to be an all-in effort. 
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But during our discussion, there was 

broad agreement that the starting 
point should be the source of these 
drugs, which is our southern border. 
All four parents stressed the impor-
tance of securing the border and pre-
venting fentanyl from ever reaching 
our communities. 

Shannon McConville said that when 
it comes to the border, the Biden ad-
ministration is failing. I agree. 

Last week, five of my Republican col-
leagues joined me for a series of tours 
and meetings in the Rio Grande Valley, 
where they got to see the administra-
tion’s security failures firsthand. By 
my calculation, that is about the 10th 
delegation that either I or Senator 
CRUZ or both of us have hosted of col-
leagues coming to the border in Texas. 

Border Patrol agents told us last 
weekend about the tactics cartels use 
to traffic fentanyl and other dangerous 
drugs into the country. First and fore-
most, they distract and overwhelm 
agents by coordinating a surge of mi-
grants, which provides a golden oppor-
tunity to sneak across the border unde-
tected—overwhelm the Border Patrol 
with a swarm of migrants and distract 
them while the drugs make their way 
north. 

This isn’t news, of course, to the 
Biden administration. It is a well- 
known maneuver used by the cartels, 
acknowledged by the Attorney General 
of the United States last week when he 
came before the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. But for some reason, the ad-
ministration seems determined to just 
simply look the other way. 

President Biden’s apathetic approach 
to the southern border must change in 
order for us to have a chance at ad-
dressing this public health crisis. Just 
think about a burst pipe in your home. 
If water is pouring from the ceiling, 
what do you do first? Well, you aren’t 
going to go grab buckets and towels to 
start cleaning the water while it is still 
raining down; you are going to turn the 
main water supply off and stop the 
leak at its source. That is what we 
need to do here: Cut off the supply. 
Until that happens, we are going to be 
fighting a losing battle, and more peo-
ple will die. 

It is well known that the southern 
border is a major gateway for illegal 
drugs. In the last 12 months, Customs 
and Border Protection have seized 
23,000 pounds of fentanyl at the south-
ern border, enough to wipe out the en-
tire U.S. population many times over. 

That is a daunting statistic, but we 
know this number isn’t the full story. 
It only includes the drugs that our law 
enforcement officials were able to stop. 
We know from all the deaths and wide 
availability of fentanyl and other ille-
gal drugs in America that much more 
than that makes its way into the inte-
rior of our country. So there is no 
exact way to know how much fentanyl 
has slipped through the cracks, but the 
fact that we are losing 70,000 Ameri-
cans a year to fentanyl is proof that we 
aren’t batting a perfect game—far from 
it. 

Let’s not forget the fact that law en-
forcement at every level is also en-
countering and attempting to stop the 
fentanyl proliferation. Last month, the 
Collin County Sheriff’s Office and 
North Texas Sheriff’s Criminal Inter-
diction Unit arrested a Dallas man 
with about 6,000 fentanyl pills in his 
vehicle during a traffic stop. Last year, 
the Drug Enforcement Administration 
seized more than 379 million lethal 
doses of fentanyl—enough to kill every 
American. 

Drug trafficking is obviously a lucra-
tive business, and cartels take advan-
tage of every security gap in order to 
make money. There is no question that 
the ongoing border crisis has provided 
the perfect opportunity for these car-
tels, who care nothing about people. 
All they care about is the money. 

If Border Patrol agents are changing 
diapers and passing out meals, as they 
have had to do to manage the volume 
of migrants coming across the border, 
they can’t control the frontlines and 
stop cartels from trafficking these dan-
gerous drugs into the interior. 

I want to be clear. I am not sug-
gesting that every migrant who comes 
across is responsible for the drugs com-
ing across the border—far from it. But 
the mass movement of people orches-
trated by these transnational criminal 
organizations, even including people 
with legitimate asylum claims, opens 
the opportunity—gateways, if you 
will—for truly dangerous criminals and 
substances to come across the border. 
Unless something changes, it is going 
to get worse. In order to save lives, we 
have got to secure the border and stop 
fentanyl from reaching our commu-
nities. That should be the first step. 

As a matter of fact, the President, in 
his State of the Union last month, said 
that he wanted Members of Congress to 
pass his plan to provide the officers and 
equipment needed to secure the border. 
Now, that surprised me because I 
wasn’t aware that the President had a 
plan, but there is no question that bor-
der security legislation is needed and 
those resources are necessary. 

We need to strengthen this combina-
tion of technology, boots on the 
ground, and infrastructure that Border 
Patrol tells me is the key to success-
fully securing the border, and that is 
the only way to stop dangerous drugs 
and criminals who mingle in with eco-
nomic migrants and other asylum 
seekers to make their way across the 
border into the interior of the United 
States. 

There is no doubt we also need to re-
form the asylum process to ensure that 
personnel, technology, and infrastruc-
ture can properly focus on interdicting 
narcotics and other contraband. 

Anyone who questions the need for 
these measures should talk with the 
parents who have had to bury their 
children; talk with the brothers and 
sisters who have lost a sibling; talk 
with the teenagers who are grieving at 
the unexpected losses of healthy and 
vibrant friends. We owe it to them and 

to the countless people who are terri-
fied by this looming threat to stop 
these drugs at the source. 

Obviously, what we are doing now is 
not sufficient. It is not working. I 
heard, again, Attorney General Gar-
land say: Well, we are doing everything 
we can. And that is not true. He may 
think he is doing everything he can, 
but, obviously, it isn’t working. 

We can’t accept failure. We have got 
to come up with a formula to address 
this as we did yesterday during an open 
hearing in the Intelligence Committee 
where I asked the leaders of our na-
tional security Agencies: What else can 
you offer? what other resources? What 
other authorities do you need in order 
to stop this dying of people who are 
taking fentanyl and other illegal drugs 
coming across the border? 

But it starts with securing the bor-
der, and we will be fighting a con-
tinuing losing battle until that is done. 

I yield the floor. 
NOMINATION OF JAMES EDWARD SIMMONS, JR. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today, 

the Senate will vote to confirm Judge 
James Simmons, Jr., who has been 
nominated to the U.S. District Court 
for the Southern District of California. 

Born in Inglewood, CA, Judge Sim-
mons received his B.A. from the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley in 2001 
and went on to earn his J.D. at Golden 
Gate University School of Law in 2004. 
Judge Simmons began his legal career 
as a deputy city attorney for the city 
of San Diego in 2005, a role in which he 
tried 19 jury trials on behalf of the city 
in 1 year. In 2006, he became a trial at-
torney at the San Diego District Attor-
ney’s Office. As an attorney in the 
gang prosecution unit, Judge Simmons 
tried 30 jury trials over 11 years. Since 
2017, Judge Simmons has served as a 
Superior Court judge for the San Diego 
Superior Court. Having presided over 
thousands of matters and 12 bench 
trials, Judge Simmons has notably 
never been reversed by a reviewing 
court. 

The American Bar Association has 
unanimously rated Judge Simmons 
‘‘well qualified’’ to serve on the South-
ern District of California, and Senators 
FEINSTEIN and PADILLA strongly sup-
port his nomination as well. 

I will be supporting this highly quali-
fied nominee, and I urge all of my col-
leagues to do the same. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon. 

NOMINATION OF DANIEL I. WERFEL 
Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, in a few 

minutes, the Senate will vote on 
Danny Werfel’s nomination to be the 
Commissioner of the Internal Revenue 
Service. 

Mr. Werfel told the Finance Com-
mittee that he will make his priorities 
those of delivering fairness and build-
ing trust. 

We know that he is going to do just 
that because he has done it before. 
President Obama asked Mr. Werfel, 
during a very challenging time, to 
serve as Acting Commissioner in 2013. 
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Then, the Internal Revenue Service 
was under intense scrutiny for its slop-
py reviews of tax-exempt organizations 
and their political activities. Mr. 
Werfel did his job in a way that im-
proved trust in the Internal Revenue 
Service. 

He worked with both sides of the 
Senate Finance Committee. Our inves-
tigation found that both left-leaning 
and right-leaning groups were affected. 
The late Senator Orrin Hatch, a friend 
to many in this Chamber, told me on a 
number of occasions how much he ap-
preciated Danny Werfel’s profes-
sionalism and his open door for all 
sides. 

It is time to rebalance the American 
system of tax enforcement. Audits 
today, too often, are a burden that fall 
heavily on working families—on nurses 
and firefighters and teachers and the 
middle class. It is far too easy for the 
very wealthy and the multinational 
corporations, which have armies of tax 
lawyers and accountants, to get away 
with cheating and breaking the law. 
That is what the Democrats sought to 
address in the Inflation Reduction Act. 

Now, I understand that not every-
body in the Chamber shares those pri-
orities. However, Mr. Werfel—and I will 
close with this—has committed to the 
Finance Committee that he is going to 
work with both sides of the aisle and 
bring transparency to the job. That in-
cludes how the IRS will spend funding 
to improve taxpayer services, upgrade 
information technology, and crack 
down on those wealthy tax cheats. He 
is going to protect confidential tax-
payer data. That is an enormous pri-
ority for both sides. I think I am about 
as big a privacy hawk as there is here 
in this body, and it is certainly a pri-
ority of mine. 

Danny Werfel is a highly qualified 
nominee. He has agreed to take on one 
of the toughest and most scrutinized 
jobs in public service. I urge my col-
leagues to now support Danny Werfel’s 
nomination to head the Internal Rev-
enue Service. 

I yield the floor. 
VOTE ON WERFEL NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Werfel nomination? 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) and the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) are necessarily 
absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Kentucky (Mr. MCCONNELL) and 
the Senator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH). 

The result was announced—yeas 54, 
nays 42, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 50 Ex.] 

YEAS—54 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 
Grassley 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—42 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Graham 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Marshall 
Moran 

Mullin 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—4 

Feinstein 
Fetterman 

McConnell 
Risch 

The nomination was confirmed. 
(Mr. HEINRICH assumed the Chair.) 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

KING). Under the previous order, the 
motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the Simmons nomina-
tion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of James Edward 
Simmons, Jr., of California, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Southern District of California. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the nomination. 

VOTE ON SIMMONS NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Simmons nomination? 

Ms. HASSAN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), and the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) are necessarily 
absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Kentucky (Mr. MCCONNELL), the 
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), and 
the Senator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 51, 
nays 43, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 51 Ex.] 
YEAS—51 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—43 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Paul 

Ricketts 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—6 

Booker 
Feinstein 

Fetterman 
McConnell 

Moran 
Risch 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

PETERS). Under the previous order, the 
motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the Kahn nomi-
nation, which the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Maria Araujo Kahn, of Con-
necticut, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Second Circuit. 

NOMINATION OF MARIA ARAUJO KAHN 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today, 

the Senate will vote on the nomination 
of Justice Maria Kahn, who has been 
nominated to the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Second Circuit. 

Since 2017, Justice Kahn has served 
as an associate justice for the Con-
necticut Supreme Court. Over the past 
6 years, she has authored over 55 opin-
ions. Prior to her appointment, she 
also briefly served on the Connecticut 
Appellate Court, where she authored 
eight opinions. Justice Kahn began her 
judicial career on the State’s Superior 
Court in 2006 and presided over thou-
sands of matters, 50 criminal trials, 
and several civil trials. 

Prior to joining the bench, Justice 
Kahn spent her entire time in practice 
in government service. She began her 
legal career as a deputy assistant pub-
lic defender for the Connecticut Public 
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Defender Services in 1991. In 1993, she 
became a staff attorney in the Con-
necticut Office of Protection and Advo-
cacy for Persons with Disabilities. 
Most recently, Justice Kahn served as 
an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Dis-
trict of Connecticut. As an AUSA, she 
worked in the civil division from 1997 
to 1999 and the criminal division from 
1999 to 2004 before being promoted to 
computer crimes coordinator. Across 
these roles, she tried dozens of cases 
and argued two appeals before the Sec-
ond Circuit and one before the Con-
necticut Supreme Court. 

Born in Benguela, Angola, Justice 
Kahn immigrated to the United States 
when she was 10. She earned her B.A. 
cum laude from New York University 
in 1986 and her J.D. from Fordham Law 
School in 1989. She also clerked for the 
Honorable Peter C. Dorsey on the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Con-
necticut for 2 years. 

Justice Kahn enjoys the strong sup-
port of Senators Blumenthal and Mur-
phy, and she has been unanimously 
rated ‘‘well qualified’’ by the American 
Bar Association to serve on the Second 
Circuit. I hope all of my colleagues will 
join me in supporting this eminently 
qualified nominee. 

VOTE ON KAHN NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the question is, Will 
the Senate advise and consent to the 
Kahn nomination? 

Mr. HEINRICH. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), and the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) are necessarily 
absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), the Senator 
from Kentucky (Mr. MCCONNELL), the 
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), and 
the Senator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH). 

The result was announced—yeas 51, 
nays 42, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 52 Ex.] 

YEAS—51 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—42 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
Mullin 
Paul 

Ricketts 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—7 

Booker 
Crapo 
Feinstein 

Fetterman 
McConnell 
Moran 

Risch 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

SCHATZ). Under the previous order, the 
motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

The Senator from Nebraska. 
BORDER SECURITY 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I am 
sure you have seen news reports about 
a group of four Americans who were re-
cently kidnapped after driving across 
the U.S.-Mexico border. This week, two 
of them were tragically found dead. My 
heart goes out to the families affected 
by this devastating development. 

This is the latest in a string of inci-
dents that underscore just how chaotic 
the situation is at our southern border. 
I know firsthand because I visited the 
border last week, along with a delega-
tion of Republicans led by my col-
league Senator CORNYN. We can read 
about what is going on down at the 
border. We can watch the news. But 
until you travel south and see the 
chaos there with your own eyes, you 
really can’t fully understand the grav-
ity of this situation. 

The numbers we hear reported are 
overwhelming. Migrant encounters this 
fiscal year have already stretched past 
770,000. December hit a record for 
monthly encounters, at over 251,000. 

Sure, we talk about these numbers, 
but what really brings home what a 
crisis this is, is walking past an unfin-
ished border wall, boating up and down 
the Rio Grande River, riding through 
the brush, and seeing the paths mi-
grants use to sneak into our country. 
It is touring a raided stash house where 
a weapon was found, an illegal immi-
grant was detained, and a human 
smuggler was arrested. The faces and 
the voices of people on the ground in 
Texas who are directly hurt by border 
insecurity—that is what really brings 
home what a crisis this is. 

My colleagues and I talked to Border 
Patrol officers, illegal immigrants, and 
South Texas landowners. Each of these 
conversations unveiled a new side of 
the tragic situation at the border. 

Our agents are doing good and honor-
able work to protect migrants, to de-
fend our national security, and to stop 
criminals in their tracks, but it is all 
with little support from this adminis-
tration. 

Along the border wall, we spoke with 
illegal immigrants, some of them sin-
gle men and women and some of them 
with families. We met a 6-month-old 
baby. All had been detained by Border 
Patrol, and they were being identified 
before being sent to a processing cen-
ter. 

This is a sad situation, not just what 
these migrants face to get here, dealing 
with the coyotes and the cartels, but 
then what they will face in their fu-
ture. These migrants will head north, 
and they will be forced to work off 
what they owe the coyotes for getting 
them across our border. Many of them 
will be funneled into lives of inden-
tured servitude, some of them into 
human trafficking and sex trafficking. 

But this is not only an enormous hu-
manitarian crisis and a drug crisis; this 
is a national security crisis. 

I am a senior member on the Senate 
Armed Services Committee. Our trip to 
the Rio Grande Valley reaffirmed that 
the frenzy at our southern border is 
nothing short of a national security 
disaster. 

The United States does not have con-
trol of the southwest border. Do you 
know who does? The Mexican cartels. 
When we cannot control who is enter-
ing our country, when we cannot con-
trol what they are bringing into our 
country or where they are going, that 
is a serious national security risk. 

In fiscal year 2022, border agents ar-
rested 98 suspected terrorists who were 
trying to enter the country illegally 
between our ports of entry. During the 
previous administration, this number 
was never higher than six. Since Octo-
ber, border agents have arrested an-
other 53 people on the terror watch 
list. President Biden’s mismanagement 
of the border has created a total catas-
trophe, and thanks to him, we are ex-
periencing not only a homeland secu-
rity crisis but also a homeland defense 
crisis. 

This visit to the border was so frus-
trating because we know that the dan-
gerous criminal activity going on there 
is preventable. But the President’s re-
fusal to enforce our country’s laws, our 
current laws, means that trafficking of 
people, drugs, and weapons occurs 
unabated at our border. 

In the Senate, we are trying to find 
solutions to the border crisis. I intro-
duced a resolution with Senator BRITT, 
who joined us on last week’s border 
trip, which simply acknowledges the 
crisis at the southern border. Let’s just 
say there is a crisis that exists. That 
should be simple. I joined Senator 
BRITT to introduce the Keep Our Com-
munity Safe Act, which would close 
the gaping catch-and-release loophole 
allowing illegal immigrants to escape 
into our country. 

I helped introduce Sarah’s Law, spon-
sored by my colleague Senator ERNST, 
to require mandatory detention of ille-
gal immigrants charged with violent 
crimes in our country and, in turn, bet-
ter protect the public. 

I will keep urging my colleagues to 
join these bills, but there is a limit to 
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what we can do while the President and 
his border czar Vice President HARRIS 
continue to turn a blind eye to what is 
going on in Texas. Throwing taxpayer 
dollars at a smartphone app that facili-
tates border crossing appointments for 
migrants is not going to cut it. We 
need the President and Vice President 
to do their jobs and enforce the laws 
that keep our country safe. 

Step out of the White House, Presi-
dent Biden, and take a look at what is 
happening. When you say you travel to 
the border, go to the border. 

The administration continues to re-
lease thousands of migrants into the 
United States each and every month, 
holding onto the pipe dream that they 
will voluntarily show up in court next 
year. And there are thousands more 
‘‘got-aways’’ who continue evading 
Border Patrol and entering this coun-
try illegally. 

The President needed to deal with 
this mess yesterday. It is far past time 
for this administration to show us 
some recognition that the President 
understands how dangerous this is. 
Time is up for President Biden to move 
past the photo ops and to reach across 
the aisle to find serious solutions. 

Maintaining our national security 
should not be a partisan goal. It should 
be an American goal. Neglecting our 
border means more drugs brought into 
our country, more women and children 
facing a life of sex trafficking, and 
more threats to the security of our Na-
tion. 

Let’s get our border security bills 
passed and deal with the situation once 
and for all. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 62. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Brent Neiman, 
of Illinois, to be a Deputy Under Sec-
retary of the Treasury. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 62, Brent 
Neiman, of Illinois, to be a Deputy Under 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Charles E. Schumer, Ron Wyden, Jack 
Reed, Gary C. Peters, Tina Smith, 
Sherrod Brown, Brian Schatz, Ben Ray 
Luján, Elizabeth Warren, Christopher 
A. Coons, Martin Heinrich, Christopher 
Murphy, Tammy Baldwin, Debbie Sta-
benow, Alex Padilla, Margaret Wood 
Hassan, Michael F. Bennet. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 65. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Eric M. 
Garcetti, of California, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of India. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 65, Eric M. 
Garcetti, of California, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Republic of 
India. 

Charles E. Schumer, Robert Menendez, 
Christopher Murphy, Benjamin L. 
Cardin, Jack Reed, Jeanne Shaheen, 
Christopher A. Coons, Richard J. Dur-
bin, Tim Kaine, Mark R. Warner, Cory 
A. Booker, Richard Blumenthal, Chris 
Van Hollen, Amy Klobuchar, Peter 
Welch, Alex Padilla. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 2. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Ravi 
Chaudhary, of Virginia, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of the Air Force. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 2, Ravi 
Chaudhary, of Virginia, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of the Air Force. 

Charles E. Schumer, Jack Reed, Richard 
J. Durbin, Sheldon Whitehouse, Martin 
Heinrich, Tim Kaine, Tammy Baldwin, 
Ben Ray Luján, Tammy Duckworth, 
John W. Hickenlooper, Amy Klobuchar, 
Jeanne Shaheen, Brian Schatz, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin, Edward J. Markey, 
Alex Padilla, Margaret Wood Hassan, 
Catherine Cortez Masto. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 18. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Laura Taylor- 
Kale, of California, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of Defense (New Position). 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 
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CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 18, Laura 
Taylor-Kale, of California, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of Defense. (New Position) 

Charles E. Schumer, Jack Reed, Richard 
J. Durbin, Sheldon Whitehouse, Martin 
Heinrich, Tim Kaine, Tammy Baldwin, 
Ben Ray Luján, Tammy Duckworth, 
John W. Hickenlooper, Amy Klobuchar, 
Jeanne Shaheen, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Edward J. Markey, Alex Padilla, Mar-
garet Wood Hassan, Catherine Cortez 
Masto. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Finally, I ask unani-
mous consent that the mandatory 
quorum calls for the cloture motions 
filed today, March 9, be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JAMES L. BUCKLEY 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 
today, I would like to extend best wish-
es to the former Senator from New 
York, James L. Buckley. One hundred 
years ago today, on the 9th of March, 
Jim was born the fourth of 10 children, 
just as the Roaring ’20s were getting 
underway. As he celebrates his 100th 
birthday, an impressive milestone by 
all accounts—I am also told he is the 
oldest living former U.S. Senator 
among us—Barbara and I wish Jim and 
his family a happy celebration. 

Jim Buckley was elected to the U.S. 
Senate in 1970 as a candidate of the 
Conservative Party, making him the 
first third party candidate to win elec-
tion to the U.S. Senate in four decades. 
Representing the State of New York in 
the 92nd through 94th sessions of Con-
gress, he served during a rocky period 
in U.S. history that included the Viet-
nam and Watergate era. Before ever 
putting his name on the ballot for pub-
lic office, Jim enlisted in the U.S. Navy 
in 1942, serving our country in uniform 
during World War II. He received his 
law degree from Yale University in 1949 
and, from there, pursued a career in 
the law as an attorney and in law-
making as a U.S. Senator. 

Our congressional service overlapped 
during the 94th Congress, when I was a 
freshman Member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives. We didn’t have the op-
portunity to serve together here in the 
upper Chamber. Senator Buckley ran 
for reelection as a Republican in 1976, 
losing to Senator Daniel Patrick Moy-

nihan, with whom I served until his re-
tirement in 2001. 

As conservatives, Senator Buckley 
and I share a commitment to shared 
principles, limited government, sanc-
tity of life, States’ rights, and safe-
guarding constitutional rights, includ-
ing political free speech. In fact, his 
name will be attached for posterity to 
a landmark decision of the U.S. Su-
preme Court, Buckley v. Valeo. Then- 
Senator Buckley led a coalition of free 
speech advocates to challenge amend-
ments made to the Federal Election 
Campaign Act of 1971 because they 
interfered with First Amendment 
rights. 

Students of history, political junkies, 
and legal scholars recognize that this 
case has shaped the landscape of free 
speech and campaign finance for the 
last five decades. In 1976, the High 
Court arrived at two important conclu-
sions regarding campaign finance laws. 
On the one hand, the Supreme Court 
found that contribution ceilings on in-
dividual contributions did not violate 
the First Amendment. However, in a 
vote of 7–1, it struck down restrictions 
on campaign expenses and found they 
did violate the First Amendment as an 
infringement on free expression. 

Following his time in the legislative 
branch, Senator Buckley went on to 
serve in the Reagan administration in 
the U.S. State Department. From 1982– 
1985, Senator Buckley served as presi-
dent of Radio Free Europe/Radio Lib-
erty in Germany, essentially a clarion 
of the airwaves fighting communism. 
From there, he continued his lifelong 
devotion to public service when he was 
nominated by President Reagan to the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia Circuit. 

Judge Buckley was confirmed by the 
Senate on December 17, 1985. He served 
for the next 11 years and assumed sen-
ior status on August 31, 1996. I have 
served on the Senate Judiciary com-
mittee every year I have been honored 
to represent Iowa in the Senate, in-
cluding 6 years as chairman. My col-
leagues here in the Senate understand 
that I take seriously my constitutional 
role to vet nominees to the Federal 
bench. In our system of checks and bal-
ances, I strive to uphold this funda-
mental cornerstone of our democratic 
republic. Lawmakers write the laws 
and set policy. Judges interpret the 
laws; they don’t exercise their value 
judgments or impose their own policy 
preferences. 

As Judge Buckley himself said at his 
portrait ceremony in December of 2003: 
‘‘I hope, though, that my service on 
this court has been able to establish, if 
nothing else, that it is possible for a 
person to have the strongest views on 
questions of public policy and still un-
derstand and observe the sharp distinc-
tion between the constitutional role of 
a legislator and that of a judge.’’ 

I couldn’t say it better myself. I sa-
lute this great American for his public 
service to our great Nation, from the 
U.S. military and spanning all three 

branches of the Federal Government. 
Senior statesman, Senator, and judge 
may not be his most exalted titles. For 
someone whose humility and commit-
ment to family are well known, those 
honors are husband, dad and grand-
father. I extend my best wishes to Jim 
for a happy 100th birthday. Thank you 
for your patriotism, principled leader-
ship, and service to America. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, 

section 36(b) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
23–11, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Australia for defense articles and 
services estimated to cost $60.18 million. We 
will issue a news release to notify the public 
of this proposed sale upon delivery of this 
letter to your office. 

Sincerely, 
MIKE MILLER 

(For James A. Hursch, Director). 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–11 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Australia. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $60.00 million. 
Other $ .18 million. 
Total $60.18 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Up to two hundred fifty-five (255) Javelin 

FGM–148F Missiles (includes five (5) Fly-to- 
Buy Missiles) 

Non-MDE: Also included is U.S. technical 
assistance, consisting of Tactical Air Ground 
Missiles (TAGM) Project Office technical as-
sistance and other related elements of 
logistical and program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Army (AT–B– 
UMX). 
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(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: (AT–B– 

ULI). 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at 
this time. 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 
in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
March 7, 2023. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Australia—Javelin FGM–148F Missiles 

The Government of Australia has re-
quested to buy up to two hundred fifty-five 
(255) Javelin FGM–148F missiles (includes 
five (5) fly-to-buy missiles). Also included is 
U.S. technical assistance, consisting of Tac-
tical Air Ground Missiles (TAGM) Project 
Office technical assistance and other related 
elements of logistical and program support. 
The estimated total cost is $60.18 million. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy and national security objectives of 
the United States. Australia is one of our 
most important allies in the Western Pa-
cific. The strategic location of this political 
and economic power contributes signifi-
cantly to ensuring peace and economic sta-
bility in the region. It is vital to the U.S. na-
tional interest to assist our ally in devel-
oping and maintaining a strong and ready 
self-defense capability. 

The proposed sale will improve the Aus-
tralian Army’s capability to meet current 
and future threats by maintaining and in-
creasing its anti-armor capability. Australia 
will have no difficulty absorbing this equip-
ment into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The prime U.S. contractor will be the Jav-
elin Joint Venture between Lockheed Martin 
in Orlando, FL and Raytheon Missiles and 
Defense in Tucson, AZ. There are no known 
offset agreements proposed in connection 
with this potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the assignment of any U.S. Gov-
ernment or contractor representatives to 
Australia. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–11 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. The Javelin Weapon System is a me-

dium-range, man portable, shoulder- 
launched, fire and forget, anti-tank system 
for infantry, scouts, and combat engineers. 
It may also be mounted on a variety of plat-
forms including vehicles, aircraft, and 
watercraft. The system weighs 49.5 pounds 
and has a maximum range in excess of 2,500 
meters. They system is highly lethal against 
tanks and other systems with conventional 
and reactive armors. The system possesses a 
secondary capability against bunkers. 

2. Javelin’s key technical feature is the use 
of fire-and-forget technology which allows 
the gunner to fire and immediately relocate 
or take cover. Additional special features are 
the top attack and/or direct fire modes, an 
advanced tandem warhead and imaging in-
frared seeker, target lock-on before launch, 
and soft launch from enclosures or covered 
fighting positions. The Javelin missile also 
has a minimum smoke motor thus decreas-
ing its detection on the battlefield. 

3. The Javelin Weapon System is com-
prised of two major tactical components, 

which are a reusable Light Weight Command 
Launch Unit (LWCLU) and a round con-
tained in a disposable launch tube assembly. 
The LWCLU has been identified as Major De-
fense Equipment (MDE). The LWCLU may 
also be used in a stand-alone mode for battle-
field surveillance and target detection. The 
LWCLU’s thermal sight is a 3rd generation 
Forward Looking Infrared (FLIR) sensor. 

4. The missile is autonomously guided to 
the target using an imaging infrared seeker 
and adaptive correlation tracking algo-
rithms. This allows the gunner to take cover 
or reload and engage another target after fir-
ing a missile. The missile has an advanced 
tandem warhead and can be used in either 
the top attack or direct fire modes (for tar-
get undercover). An onboard flight computer 
guides the missile to the selected target. 

5. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET. 

6. If a technologically advanced adversary 
were to obtain knowledge of the specific 
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system 
effectiveness or be used in the development 
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities. 

7. A determination has been made that 
Australia can provide substantially the same 
degree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This sale is necessary in furtherance 
of the U.S. foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives outlined in the Policy Jus-
tification. 

8. All defense articles and services listed in 
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to Australia. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, 
section 36(b) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
23–14, concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Japan for defense articles and serv-
ices estimated to cost $1.381 billion. We will 
issue a news release to notify the public of 

this proposed sale upon delivery of this let-
ter to your office. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES A. HURSCH, 

Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–14 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Japan. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $1.125 billion. 
Other $.256 billion. 
Total $1.381 billion. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Five (5) E–2D Advanced Hawkeye (AHE) 

Airborne Early Warning and Control 
(AEW&C) Aircraft. 

Twelve (12) T56–A–427A Engines (10 in-
stalled, 2 spares). 

Six (6) Multifunction Information Dis-
tribution System Joint Tactical Radio Sys-
tem (MIDS JTRS) Terminals (5 installed, 1 
spare). 

Five (5) APY–9 Radars (installed). 
Five (5) AN/AYK–27 Integrated Navigation 

Control and Display Systems (INCDS) (in-
stalled). 

Twelve (12) LN–251 Embedded Global Posi-
tioning Systems/Inertial Navigation Sys-
tems (EGIs) with Embedded Airborne Selec-
tive Availability Anti-Spoofing Module 
(SAASM) or M-Code Receiver (10 installed, 2 
spares). 

Six (6) ALQ–217 Electronic Support Meas-
ures Systems (5 installed and 1 spare). 

Non-MDE: Also included are aircraft ancil-
lary equipment; modifications; spare and re-
pair parts; support equipment; publications 
and technical documentation; software; per-
sonal protective equipment; personnel train-
ing and training equipment; ferry services; 
U.S. Government and contractor logistics, 
engineering, and technical support services; 
and other related elements of logistics and 
program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Navy (JA–P– 
SDF). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: JA–P–SCW, 
JA–P–SCJ, JA–P–SCL, JA–P–SCM, JA–P– 
SCQ. 

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 
in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
March 7, 2023. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Japan—E–2D Advanced Hawkeye Airborne 
Early Warning and Control Aircraft 

The Government of Japan has requested to 
buy five (5) E–2D Advanced Hawkeye (AHE) 
Airborne Early Warning and Control 
(AEW&C) aircraft; twelve (12) T56–A–427A en-
gines (10 installed, 2 spares); six (6) Multi-
function Information Distribution System 
Joint Tactical Radio System (MIDS JTRS) 
terminals (5 installed, 1 spare); five (5) APY– 
9 radars (installed); five (5) AN/AYK–27 Inte-
grated Navigation Control and Display Sys-
tems (INCDS) (installed); twelve (12) LN–251 
Embedded Global Positioning Systems/Iner-
tial Navigation Systems (EGIs) with Embed-
ded Airborne Selective Availability Anti- 
Spoofing Module (SAASM) or M-Code Re-
ceiver (10 installed, 2 spares); and six (6) 
ALQ–217 Electronic Support Measures Sys-
tems (5 installed, 1 spare). Also included are 
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aircraft ancillary equipment; modifications; 
spare and repair parts; support equipment; 
publications and technical documentation; 
software; personal protective equipment; 
personnel training and training equipment; 
ferry services; U.S. Government and con-
tractor logistics, engineering, and technical 
support services; and other related elements 
of logistics and program support. The esti-
mated total program cost is $1.381 billion. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy goals and national security objectives 
of the United States by improving the secu-
rity of a major ally that is a force for polit-
ical stability and economic progress in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

The proposed sale will improve Japan’s 
ability to effectively provide homeland de-
fense utilizing an AEW&C capability. Japan 
will use the E–2D AHE aircraft to provide 
AEW&C situational awareness of air and 
naval activity in the Pacific region and to 
augment its existing E–2C Hawkeye AEW&C 
fleet. Japan will have no difficulty absorbing 
this equipment into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The principal contractor will be Northrop 
Grumman Corporation Aerospace Systems, 
Melbourne, FL. There are no known offset 
agreements proposed in connection with this 
potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the assignment of any additional 
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Japan. However, U.S. Government or 
contractor personnel in-country visits will 
be required, on a temporary basis, in con-
junction with program technical and man-
agement oversight and support require-
ments. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–14 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. The E–2D Advanced Hawkeye (AHE) Air-

borne Early Warning and Control (AEW&C) 
provides detection and surveillance of re-
gional surface and aircraft platforms 
through the use of the APY–9 radar, APX– 
122A Identification Friend or Foe (IFF), and 
ALQ–217 Electronic Support Measures (ESM) 
systems. The E–2D AHE provides area sur-
veillance and detection, air intercept con-
trol, air traffic control, search and rescue as-
sistance, communication relay and auto-
matic tactical data exchange. 

2. The APY–9 radar is a mechanically ro-
tated, electronically scanned array, which 
utilizes Space-Time Adaptive Processing 
(STAP) technology to provide 360-degree de-
tection and surveillance in high clutter envi-
ronments. It is able to provide simultaneous 
detection and surveillance of surface and air 
units. 

3. The Multifunction Information Distribu-
tion System Joint Tactical Radio System 
(MIDS JTRS (5)) terminal provides enhanced 
Link 16 functionality, namely Concurrent 
Multi-netting with four channels (CMN–4) 
and Concurrent Contention Receive (CCR). 
CMN–4 is a Link 16 enhancement that in-
creases the terminal capability from receiv-
ing only one Tactical Digital Information 
Link–J (TADIL–J) message packing struc-
ture per time slot to receive as many as four 
simultaneous message packing structures 
per time slot, each transmitted on a unique 
Link 16 net. CCR described the Link 16 ter-
minal’s ability to receive multiple messages 
in the same net within the same time slot. 

4. The APX–122A IFF Interrogator and 
APX–123A IFF Transponder are identifica-
tion systems designed for command and con-
trol. They provide the ability to distinguish 
friendly aircraft, vehicles, or forces, and to 
determine their bearing and range from the 
Interrogator. 

5. The ALQ–217 Electronic Support Meas-
ure (ESM) system is used to detect, inter-
cept, identify, locate, record, and/or analyze 
sources of radiated electromagnetic energy 
to support classification of unknown surface 
and airborne units. 

6. The AN/AYK–27 Integrated Navigation 
Control and Display System serves as the 
network manager and the human machine 
interface for the E–2D navigation system. 

7. The LN–251 Embedded Global Posi-
tioning Systems/Inertial Navigation Sys-
tems (EGIs) with embedded airborne Selec-
tive Availability Anti-Spoofing Module 
(SAASM) or M-Code Receiver (ASR) system 
provides position, navigation and timing in-
formation to the E–2D via the Global Posi-
tioning Satellite system and an inertial 
measuring unit. 

8. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET. 

9. If a technologically advanced adversary 
were to obtain knowledge of the specific 
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system 
effectiveness or be used in the development 
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities. 

10. A Special Security Agreement (SSA) 
will be in place to provide additional secu-
rity requirements for implementation by the 
Government of Japan to protect the ad-
vanced capabilities this aircraft provides. 
This sale is necessary in furtherance of the 
U.S. foreign policy and national security ob-
jectives outlined in the Policy Justification. 

11. All defense articles and services listed 
in this transmittal have been authorized for 
release and export to the Government of 
Japan. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING BIG RIVER 
PACKAGING 

∑ Ms. ERNST. Madam President, as 
ranking member of the Senate Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship, each week I recognize an 
outstanding Iowa small business that 
exemplifies the American entrepre-
neurial spirit. This week, it is my 
privilege to recognize Big River Pack-
aging of Clinton, IA, as the Senate 
Small Business of the Week for the 
week of March 13, 2023. 

In 2001, Bob Simpson found himself 
reflecting on the 350 jobs that were lost 
due to the recent closure of the large 
paper plant in Clinton. He saw the 
value of the experienced professionals 
in the area and wanted to see their tal-
ent stay in his community. He and 
John Huling cofounded Big River Pack-
aging in 2005 with the big idea of uti-
lizing the dedicated local talent to cre-
ate high-quality boxes. After hiring 
Bob’s son Kip Simpson as the first em-
ployee, they began to make their 
dream a reality. Through trial and 
error, they slowly grew their business 
until they eventually found a niche 

that truly ‘‘takes the cake’’: bakery 
boxes. Once they discovered the need 
for bakery boxes, they became dedi-
cated to providing the best customer 
service to a unique clientele whose 
needs are often overlooked by large 
corporations. 

In the folding carton industry, small 
carton orders for specialty items are an 
underserved market. Many in the in-
dustry choose to focus on big-volume 
orders, but Big River Packaging, on 
the other hand, has a short-order/ 
value-added market strategy. Big River 
Packaging aims to help local bakeries 
by providing them with customized 
boxes, in volumes that the ‘‘big guy’’ 
often ignores. To continue to serve 
these specialized accounts with excel-
lence, the company has decided to 
forgo a physical storefront and instead 
run all their sales solely through their 
website. The company strives to pro-
vide quality customer service and do 
everything they can to foster long- 
term relationships with their clients. 
This dedication has been evident since 
the beginning or, in other words, since 
the fateful day John Huling stopped at 
his local bakery to pick up a dozen 
donuts. 

Years prior, cofounder John Huling 
went to a local bakery to pick up 
donuts. While he was there, he discov-
ered that the bakery needed a special 
box to keep their cupcakes steady. At 
the time, the baker was using sheet- 
cake boxes to transport cupcakes, leav-
ing the individual desserts totally un-
secure inside the box and, as a result, 
ruining the meticulously painted frost-
ing on the cupcakes. Big River Pack-
aging came to the rescue and developed 
an insert grid with holes for the cup-
cakes to keep them steady and upright. 
Keeping that same knack for product 
innovation in mind, Big River Pack-
aging continues to cater to the unique 
needs of any bakery. Currently, Big 
River Packaging offers a plethora of 
boxes and bags to fulfill every baker’s 
packaging needs, including cocoa bomb 
packaging, cupcake boxes, and paper 
bread bags. Over the years, their reach 
has grown to over 120,000 customers, 
and they have even expanded to inter-
national markets. In addition to their 
unique approach to the packaging in-
dustry, it is the team’s commitment to 
high-quality products and top-notch 
customer service that has led to the 
growth and success of Big River Pack-
aging. 

When you chase a dream, you might 
be surprised where it takes you. Big 
River Packaging’s commitment to the 
value of hard work has even allowed 
some of their boxes to end up on the 
silver screen. A 2019 episode of the hit 
television series Grey’s Anatomy fea-
tures one of Big River Packaging’s 
boxes. Big River Packaging has also 
been recognized by the Iowa Small 
Business Administration in 2017 in 
celebration of National Manufacturing 
Day and National Manufacturing 
Week, and Bob Simpson was named the 
2018 National Small Business Person of 
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the Year. Clearly, Mr. Simpson and Mr. 
Huling proved to be a dynamic pair as 
the two have led Big River Packaging 
through impressive growth and innova-
tion, all while receiving accolades from 
industry experts and beyond. I want to 
congratulate Mr. Simpson and Mr. 
Huling along with the entire team at 
Big River Packaging. I look forward to 
seeing your continued growth and suc-
cess in Iowa.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SCOTT SLADE 

∑ Mr. OSSOFF. Madam President, I 
rise to honor a titan in Atlanta’s media 
industry, someone whose name—and 
voice—are a staple of everyone’s morn-
ing routine. 

Scott Slade began his storied career 
at WSB Radio in 1984 on an overnight 
music show. In 1991, he took over as 
host of ‘‘Atlanta’s Morning News,’’ be-
coming the longest running host in the 
Atlanta market. Last month, Slade an-
nounced he would step aside from daily 
hosting duties of ‘‘Atlanta Morning 
News.’’ 

Slade’s service to the community ex-
tends beyond his duties on air as a 
trusted voice for news. In 2000, Slade 
started the WSB Radio ‘‘Care-a-Thon’’ 
for Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta’s 
Cancer Center, helping raise millions 
of dollars to fight childhood cancer and 
blood disorders. Slade’s voice and jour-
nalism has informed Georgians for dec-
ades, and we are all grateful to him. 

As Georgia’s U.S. Senator, I recog-
nize and commend Scott Slade on his 
historic career and on his induction 
into the Georgia Association of Broad-
casters Hall of Fame on March 15, 
2023.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TINA TYUS-SHAW 

Mr. OSSOFF. Madam President, I 
rise to commend and recognize Tina 
Titus-Shaw on her introduction into 
the Georgia Association of Broad-
casters Hall of Fame. 

Born in Griffin, GA, Tyus-Shaw knew 
she wanted to be a journalist from an 
early age. After graduating from col-
lege, she worked at TV and radio sta-
tions in Macon and Columbus before 
joining WSAV in Savannah in 1992, 
where she has worked ever since. Thir-
ty years later, Tyus-Shaw has since be-
come a titan of the industry and an in-
tegral part of the Savannah commu-
nity, anchoring the evening news and 
keeping coastal Georgia families in-
formed. In addition to her journalism, 
Tyus-Shaw has been an integral part of 
WSAV’s Buddy Check 3 Breast Cancer 
Awareness Program in partnership 
with St. Joseph’s/Candler Hospital, 
spreading awareness of the need for 
breast cancer screenings for women. 

As Georgia’s U.S. Senator, I recog-
nize and commend Tina Tyus-Shaw on 
her induction into the Georgia Associa-
tion of Broadcasters Hall of Fame on 
March 15, 2023, and congratulate her on 
her remarkable journalism career. 

RECOGNIZING THE BELEN JESUIT 
WOLVERINES 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, I rec-
ognize the Belen Jesuit Wolverines var-
sity basketball team, winners of the 
FHSAA Class 5A State Championship 
Title in Boys Basketball held in Lake-
land, FL, on March 4, 2023. 

The Belen Jesuit Wolverines basket-
ball team, led by Coach Gaston 
‘‘Chachi’’ Rodriguez, finished their reg-
ular season with a 28–4 record. They 
claimed the school’s first State cham-
pionship in the sport. Considered un-
derdogs with an undersized roster, 
Belen defeated Daytona Beach Main-
land High School in the championship 
game with a final score of 49–30. Senior 
Javi Rosell’s 22 points led the team, 
followed by sophomore Bryce Fitz-
gerald with 13 points, including 11 of 12 
freethrows made. The championship 
game was tied after the first quarter, 
but Belen broke open with 13 steals and 
forced 23 turnovers from Mainland’s 
team during the rest of the game. The 
Wolverines’ 30 points allowed in the 
championship game were the fewest 
scored by an opponent over the past 
decade. 

I extend my best wishes to the entire 
Belen Jesuit family, Principal Roca, 
Coach Gaston Rodriguez, players Kevin 
Garcia, Joshue Perez, Ryan Cuellar, 
Javi Rosell, Bryce Fitzgerald, Alec 
Arnholt, Ej Gross, Carlos Santana, 
Alejandro Lopez, Max Klemick, Vin-
cent Lima, Al Madrigal, Dillon Diaz, 
Nicolas Portuondo, and Ignacio Falla. I 
look forward to hearing of their contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE MATER LAKES 
ACADEMY BASKETBALL TEAM 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, I rec-
ognize the Mater Lakes Academy Bears 
varsity boys’ basketball team, winners 
of the Class 4A State Final at the 2023 
Boys Basketball State Tournament 
held in Lakeland, FL, on March 4, 2023. 

The Mater Lakes Academy Bears bas-
ketball team, led by Coach Dylan 
Estock, finished their regular season 
with a 28–3 record. The team won 
Mater Lakes its first basketball State 
championship since the school opened 
in 2006. Ten players scored in the cham-
pionship game, led by their primary 
trio of senior Michael Bradley, who 
scored 21 points; junior Christian Reid, 
with 20 points and seven rebounds; and 
sophomore Anthony Knowles, with 13 
points, six rebounds, and six assists. 
Mater Lakes took command of the 
game in the second quarter, growing 
their lead to 23 points before defeating 
the Villages Charter by a final score of 
77–41. Their stifling defense forced their 
opponent, who came into the cham-
pionship game averaging 64.5 points a 
game, to score only 41 points. 

I extend my best wishes to the entire 
Mater Lakes Academy family, Prin-
cipal Rovirosa, Coach Dylan Estock, 
Assistant Coach Peterson Morency, 
players Michael Bradley, Khalil Volel, 

Gabriel Farjardo, Ian Pascall, Emerson 
Felicien, Rolph Blanc, Anthony 
Knowles, Nicholas Perez, Jet Walis, 
Christian Reid, Clarence Burts, and 
Desmond Mcintosh. I look forward to 
hearing of their continued success in 
the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GEORGIANNA 
LINCOLN 

∑ Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, I 
rise to join the other members of Alas-
ka’s Federal delegation—Senator LISA 
MURKOWSKI and Representative MARY 
PELTOLA—in honoring our very dear 
friend Georgianna Lincoln, who will be 
retiring from the board of the regional 
Alaska Native Corporation, Doyon, 
Limited, after 47 years of service. 

For decades, Georgianna has been a 
force for good in our State. A force of 
nature, with an indomitable spirit, 
Georgianna, a Koyukon Athabascan In-
dian, was born in the village of Ram-
part, AK, in 1945. She moved to Fair-
banks when she was in fourth grade. 
Like the experience of many Alaska 
Natives, moving from a small village 
to a relatively big city was tough. 
Fairbanks, she said, was ‘‘foreign to 
me.’’ But her mother, Kathryn Evans 
Harwood, told her repeatedly that she 
was as good as anyone else—an equal. 
And that message stayed with her 
throughout her long career in public 
service and politics. 

‘‘This path is cut clear for me and I 
am following it, willingly,’’ Georgianna 
later recalled. ‘‘Knowing that, I can 
take boulders and move them aside be-
cause in front of that boulder is green 
pastures; maybe more trouble, but 
nothing is insurmountable.’’ 

Indeed, from executive board rooms, 
to the halls of the State legislature, to 
communities throughout Alaska that 
she has worked tirelessly to improve, 
nothing has been insurmountable for 
Georgianna. As a young woman in 
Fairbanks, Georgianna got involved 
with the Fairbanks Native Association, 
eventually becoming the executive di-
rector of the organization. This was in 
the 1960s, when the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act—the largest 
lands claims act in U.S. history—was 
in full debate. She, along with thou-
sands of Alaska Natives from across 
the State, advocated tirelessly for the 
bill, which eventually passed. It rede-
fined Federal Indian policy in Alaska 
and fundamentally transformed the 
lives of Alaska Natives. 

That was just the beginning for 
Georgianna. She went on to develop 
health and education programs in her 
region, helping to improve the lives of 
so many. And then she decided to run 
for the Alaska legislature. She won a 
seat in the house in 1991, then ran for 
the senate, where she stayed until 2005. 
In the legislature, she was a fierce 
champion of issues impacting women 
and children, as well as natural re-
source management. Still today, she is 
the only Alaska Native woman ever 
elected to the Alaska State Senate. 
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Her achievements didn’t end there. 

She became the director of programs 
for Tanana Chiefs Conference, served as 
a director on the Alaska Native Herit-
age Center board, United Bank of Alas-
ka, Alaska Native Health Board, Na-
tional Indian Health Board, and the 
North American Indian Women’s Asso-
ciation. 

Significantly, she dove head first 
into her work for Doyon starting in 
1976, later serving as board chair of the 
corporation and its subsidiaries—and 
guiding the corporation through years 
of remarkable growth. Most recently, 
she served on the finance committee, 
shareholder relations committee, and 
on the Doyon Oil Field Services, Inc., 
board. She also served as the Doyon 
representative on the Alaska Federa-
tion of Natives board of directors. 

Throughout the years, Georgianna 
has mentored countless Alaskans, fo-
cusing especially on Alaska Native 
women. Channeling her mother, she 
tells them, ‘‘Know that you are Indian. 
Know that you are Native and that is 
enough. Apologize to no one. Be proud 
of who you are. Learn to love your-
self.’’ 

Her service to Doyon—now with 
20,400 shareholders, and the largest pri-
vate landowner in Alaska and one of 
the largest in North America—and to 
all of the various organizations of 
which she has been part, have been in-
valuable. But she counts her greatest 
accomplishments to be her two adult 
children, Gidget Lincoln and Sean Lin-
coln, and her nine grandchildren. 

We thank Georgianna’s family, in-
cluding her partner Chris Cooke, for 
sharing her with Alaska. We thank her 
for the many years of service to our 
State and congratulate her on such an 
illustrious career. We wish her all the 
best in retirement. 

‘‘Ana Baasee’ Georgianna.’’∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:18 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 753. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to use on-site regulated 
medical waste treatment systems at certain 
Department of Veterans Affairs facilities, 
and for other purposes. 

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED 

The message also announced that the 
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled joint resolution: 

H.J. Res. 30. Joint resolution providing for 
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Labor relating 
to ‘‘Prudence and Loyalty in Selecting Plan 
Investments and Exercising Shareholder 
Rights’’. 

The enrolled joint resolution was 
subsequently signed by the President 
pro tempore (Mrs. MURRAY). 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 753. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to use on-site regulated 
medical waste treatment systems at certain 
Department of Veterans Affairs facilities, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 701. A bill to protect a person’s ability 
to determine whether to continue or end a 
pregnancy, and to protect a health care pro-
vider’s ability to provide abortion services. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–665. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report of the continuation of 
the national emergency with respect to the 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID–19) pan-
demic that was declared in Proclamation 
9994 of March 13, 2020; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

EC–666. A communication from the Branch 
Chief of the Publications and Regulations 
Branch, Internal Revenue Service, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Third Six-Year Remedial Amendment Cycle 
for Pre-approved Defined Benefit Plans: 
Issuance of Opinion Letters, Plan Adoption 
Deadline, and Opening of Determination Let-
ter Program’’ (Announcement 2023–6) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 27, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

EC–667. A communication from the Branch 
Chief of the Publications and Regulations 
Branch, Internal Revenue Service, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Ini-
tial Guidance Establishing Program to Allo-
cate Environmental Justice Solar and Wind 
Capacity Limitation Under Section 48(e)’’ 
(Notice 2023–17) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on February 27, 2023; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–668. A communication from the Branch 
Chief of the Publications and Regulations 
Branch, Internal Revenue Service, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Ini-
tial Guidance Establishing Qualifying Ad-
vanced Energy Project Credit Allocation 
Program Under Section 48C(e)’’ (Notice 2023– 
18) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on February 27, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

EC–669. A communication from the Secu-
rity Officer II of the Office of Senate Secu-
rity, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
relative to a determination and certification 
submitted to Congress by the Department of 
State (OSS–2023–0259); to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

EC–670. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a notification of intent to provide as-
sistance to Ukraine, including for self-de-
fense and border security operations; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–671. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Annual Report to 
Congress on the Interdiction of Aircraft En-
gaged in Illicit Drug Trafficking’’; to the 
Committee Foreign Relations. 

EC–672. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended, 
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other 
than treaties (List 2023–0015–2023–0022); to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–673. A communication from the Senior 
Advisor, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting, pursuant to law, a 
report relative to two (2) vacancies in the 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 27, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC–674. A communication from the Senior 
Advisor, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting, pursuant to law, a 
report relative to two (2) vacancies in the 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 27, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC–675. A communication from the Senior 
Advisor, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting, pursuant to law, a 
report relative to two (2) vacancies in the 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 27, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
The following reports of committees 

were submitted: 
By Mr. MENENDEZ, from the Committee 

on Foreign Relations, without amendment: 
S. 509. A bill to provide resources for 

United States nationals unlawfully or 
wrongfully detained abroad, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. DURBIN for the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Matthew P. Brookman, of Indiana, to be 
United States District Judge for the South-
ern District of Indiana. 

Damien M. Diggs, of Texas, to be United 
States Attorney for the Eastern District of 
Texas for the term of four years. 

Stephen K. Eberle, of Pennsylvania, to be 
United States Marshal for the Western Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania for the term of four 
years. 

Justin L. Martinez, of Utah, to be United 
States Marshal for the District of Utah for 
the term of four years. 

Roy W. Minter, Jr., of Georgia, to be 
United States Marshal for the Southern Dis-
trict of Georgia for the term of four years. 

(Nominations without an asterisk 
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.) 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
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and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. BENNET (for himself, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. BROWN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, 
Mr. BOOKER, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN): 

S. 726. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the private busi-
ness use requirements for bonds issued for 
lead service line replacement projects; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself, Mr. 
MERKLEY, and Mr. MARKEY): 

S. 727. A bill to limit the price charged by 
manufacturers for insulin; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Mr. REED, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. PADILLA, 
Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. 
FETTERMAN, Mr. CASEY, Mr. MURPHY, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, Mr. KING, Mr. KAINE, 
Ms. SINEMA, Mr. WELCH, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. STABENOW, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. CARPER, 
Mr. WARNER, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. 
SMITH, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WARNOCK, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
Mr. COONS, Mr. KELLY, Ms. HASSAN, 
Mr. CARDIN, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. WYDEN, 
Mr. BENNET, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. 
OSSOFF, Mr. TESTER, and Mr. 
PETERS): 

S. 728. A bill to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to provide more effec-
tive remedies to victims of discrimination in 
the payment of wages on the basis of sex, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. KENNEDY: 
S. 729. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 

Social Security Act to provide for the waiver 
of certain telehealth requirements to permit 
reimbursement for audio-only telehealth 
services under the Medicare program during 
emergency declarations; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Mr. KENNEDY: 
S. 730. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 

Social Security Act and the SUPPORT for 
Patients and Communities Act to provide for 
Medicare and Medicaid mental and behav-
ioral health treatment through telehealth; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. KENNEDY: 
S. 731. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to make permanent the 
permissible first-dollar coverage of tele-
health services for purposes of health savings 
accounts; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, Mr. THUNE, and Mr. BROWN): 

S. 732. A bill to amend the Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Education Reform 
Act of 1998 to direct the Secretary of Agri-
culture to establish a national biochar re-
search network, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr. TILLIS, 
Mr. LANKFORD, and Mr. MORAN): 

S. 733. A bill to clarify that convictions for 
kidnapping or sexual abuse are grounds for 
inadmissibility and deportability under the 
Immigration and Nationality Act; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr. 
WARNOCK): 

S. 734. A bill to enhance the participation 
of precision agriculture in the United States, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR): 

S. 735. A bill to strengthen the United 
States Interagency Council on Homelessness; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. KELLY (for himself and Ms. 
SINEMA): 

S. 736. A bill to establish the Chiricahua 
National Park in the State of Arizona as a 
unit of the National Park System, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
Mr. BOOKER, Mr. SCHATZ, Ms. SMITH, 
Mr. REED, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. WELCH, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. WAR-
REN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. LUJÁN, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. CARDIN, 
Mr. BROWN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. 
STABENOW, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. 
PETERS, and Ms. CORTEZ MASTO): 

S. 737. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to end the tax subsidy for 
employer efforts to influence their workers’ 
exercise of their rights around labor organi-
zations and engaging in collective action; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
SANDERS, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BENNET, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. 
CARDIN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. HEINRICH, 
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. KELLY, Mr. KING, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Mr. MURPHY, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. REED, 
Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SCHATZ, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Ms. SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WARNOCK, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. WELCH, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 738. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow workers an above- 
the-line deduction for union dues and ex-
penses and to allow a miscellaneous itemized 
deduction for workers for all unreimbursed 
expenses and to allow a miscellaneous 
itemized deduction for workers for all unre-
imbursed expenses incurred in the trade or 
business of being an employee; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. KELLY (for himself and Ms. 
SINEMA): 

S. 739. A bill to clarify jurisdiction with re-
spect to certain Bureau of Reclamation 
pumped storage development, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. TESTER, and Mr. 
GRAHAM): 

S. 740. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to reinstate criminal penalties 
for persons charging veterans unauthorized 
fees relating to claims for benefits under the 
laws administered by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. ROUNDS (for himself, Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CRUZ, 
Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. RISCH, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. CRAPO, Ms. LUMMIS, 
Mr. BRAUN, Mr. THUNE, and Mr. 
HOEVEN): 

S. 741. A bill to amend chapter 44 of title 
18, United States Code, to define ‘‘State of 
residence’’ and ‘‘resident’’, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. ERNST (for herself, Mr. BRAUN, 
Mr. CASSIDY, and Ms. LUMMIS): 

S. 742. A bill to establish limitations on 
the amount of debt issued by the United 
States which may be held by foreign govern-
ments, entities, and individuals; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Ms. LUMMIS (for herself, Mr. 
ROUNDS, Mr. CRAMER, and Mr. 
BRAUN): 

S. 743. A bill to establish a national com-
mission on fiscal responsibility and reform, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Budget. 

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. MURPHY, Ms. 
HIRONO, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. KING, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Ms. SMITH, Mr. LUJÁN, 
Mr. HEINRICH, and Mr. DURBIN): 

S. 744. A bill to establish duties for online 
service providers with respect to end user 
data that such providers collect and use; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr. 
WARNER): 

S. 745. A bill to designate additions to the 
Rough Mountain Wilderness and the Rich 
Hole Wilderness of the George Washington 
National Forest, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
RUBIO, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. 
BRAUN, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. MARSHALL, 
Ms. HIRONO, and Mr. YOUNG): 

S. 746. A bill to modify the prohibition on 
recognition by United States courts of cer-
tain rights relating to certain marks, trade 
names, or commercial names; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. KING, 
and Mrs. SHAHEEN): 

S. 747. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 
Agriculture to provide grants to States, ter-
ritories, and Indian Tribes to address con-
tamination by perfluoroalkyl and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances on farms, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself and Mr. 
HOEVEN): 

S. 748. A bill to require the Administrator 
of the Federal Aviation Administration to 
establish a pilot program to provide veterans 
with pilot training services; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself, Mr. 
TESTER, Ms. SMITH, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. 
LUJÁN, Mr. MORAN, and Ms. WARREN): 

S. 749. A bill to ensure that the National 
Advisory Council on Indian Education in-
cludes at least 1 member who is the presi-
dent of a Tribal College or University and to 
require the Secretaries of Education and In-
terior to consider the National Advisory 
Council on Indian Education’s reports in the 
preparation of budget materials; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself, Mr. RUBIO, 
and Mr. SCOTT of Florida): 

S. 750. A bill to amend title III of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to prohibit health 
centers from providing abortions, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Mr. 
LANKFORD): 

S. 751. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to prohibit certain types of 
human-animal chimeras; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. COTTON (for himself, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. 
GRAHAM, Mr. LEE, Mr. CRUZ, and Mr. 
DAINES): 
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S. 752. A bill to secure the dignity and safe-

ty of incarcerated women; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Mr. MURPHY, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Ms. SMITH, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
WARNOCK, and Ms. WARREN): 

S. 753. A bill to require small, medium, and 
large hub airports to certify that airport 
service workers are paid the prevailing wage 
and provided fringe benefits, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Ms. LUMMIS): 

S. 754. A bill to amend the Richard B. Rus-
sell National School Lunch Act to modify re-
quirements for local school wellness policies; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida): 

S. 755. A bill to prohibit the Secretary of 
the Air Force from entering into an agree-
ment that would provide for or permit the 
joint use of Homestead Air Reserve Base, 
Homestead, Florida, by the Air Force and 
civil aircraft; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 756. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to expand prohibitions 
under the clean vehicle credit on battery 
components manufactured or assembled by 
corporations associated with foreign entities 
of concern, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. ROMNEY (for himself and Mr. 
BENNET): 

S. 757. A bill to amend the Agricultural 
Credit Act of 1978 with respect to 
preagreement costs of emergency watershed 
protection measures, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. 
PETERS, Ms. STABENOW, and Mr. MAR-
SHALL): 

S. 758. A bill to amend the Tariff Act of 
1930 to protect personally identifiable infor-
mation, and for other purposes; considered 
and passed. 

By Mr. WARNOCK (for himself and Ms. 
ERNST): 

S. 759. A bill to authorize the National De-
tector Dog Training Center , and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND): 

S. 760. A bill to amend the Department of 
Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 to au-
thorize mandatory funding for the Health 
Food Financing Initiative; to the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. COTTON (for himself, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Mr. TILLIS, Mr. KING, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. YOUNG, Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. 
BRAUN, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. RUBIO, 
and Mr. GRASSLEY): 

S. 761. A bill to combat forced organ har-
vesting and trafficking in persons for pur-
poses of the removal of organs, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Ms. HAS-
SAN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. KAINE, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
WELCH, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Ms. WARREN, 
Mr. REED, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, and Mrs. MURRAY): 

S. 762. A bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to require coverage of, and 
expand access to, home and community- 
based services under the Medicaid program, 
to award grants for the creation, recruit-
ment, training and education, retention, and 
advancement of the direct care workforce 
and to award grants to support family care-
givers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. HEINRICH, 
Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. COONS, and Mr. 
MARSHALL): 

S. 763. A bill to prohibit the importation 
into the United States of unirradiated low- 
enriched uranium that is produced in the 
Russian Federation or by a Russian entity, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself 
and Mr. RUBIO): 

S. 764. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide special rules for 
casualty losses incurred by reason of Hurri-
cane Ian, Hurricane Nicole, and Hurricane 
Fiona; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and 
Mr. CARDIN): 

S. 765. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide hereditary 
cancer genetic testing for individuals with a 
history of a hereditary cancer gene mutation 
in a blood relative or a personal or ancestral 
history suspicious for hereditary cancer, and 
to provide coverage of certain cancer 
screenings or preventive surgeries that 
would reduce the risk for individuals with a 
germline (inherited) mutation associated 
with a high risk of developing a preventable 
cancer; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself, Mr. 
LUJÁN, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. WARREN, 
Mr. WELCH, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
MERKLEY, and Mr. PADILLA): 

S. 766. A bill to ensure that teachers are 
paid a livable and competitive salary 
throughout their career, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr. 
FETTERMAN): 

S. 767. A bill to enhance mental health and 
psychosocial support within United States 
development and humanitarian assistance 
programs; to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations. 

By Mr. KENNEDY: 
S. 768. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-

cation Act of 1965 to require institutions of 
higher education to disclose certain ties to 
organizations affiliated with the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China, the 
Chinese Communist Party, and the People’s 
Liberation Army, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. RUBIO, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, and Mr. GRAHAM): 

S. 769. A bill to amend title 36, United 
States Code, to designate March 9 as U.S. 
Hostage and Wrongful Detainee Day and to 
designate the Hostage and Wrongful De-
tainee flag as an official symbol to recognize 
citizens of the United States held as hos-
tages or wrongfully detained abroad; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself, Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida, and Mr. RUBIO): 

S. 770. A bill to provide for the loan and 
lease of defense articles to the Government 
of Taiwan, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. CRUZ: 
S. 771. A bill to amend the Endangered Spe-

cies Act of 1973 to include a prohibition on 

the listing of a living nonnative species as a 
threatened species or an endangered species, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

By Mr. BRAUN: 
S. 772. A bill to amend the Congressional 

Budget Act of 1974 to set responsible budget 
targets; to the Committee on the Budget. 

By Mr. CRUZ: 
S. 773. A bill to exempt from the Lacey Act 

and the Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 cer-
tain water transfers between any of the 
States of Texas, Arkansas, and Louisiana, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

By Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mr. 
LANKFORD): 

S. 774. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to establish a pilot pro-
gram to hire transitioning servicemembers 
to be Border Patrol agents; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. 
KELLY, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr. CASEY, and 
Mr. BRAUN): 

S. Res. 101. A resolution designating March 
9, 2023, as ‘‘National Slam the Scam Day’’ to 
raise awareness about pervasive government 
imposter scams, and to promote education to 
prevent government imposter scams; consid-
ered and agreed to. 

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Mr. 
YOUNG): 

S. Res. 102. A resolution observing the 
100th anniversary of the birth of John Leslie 
‘‘Wes’’ Montgomery and commemorating his 
contributions to jazz music; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. WARREN, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, and Ms. ERNST): 

S. Res. 103. A resolution recognizing Girl 
Scouts of the United States of America on 
its 111th birthday and celebrating its legacy 
of providing girls with a safe, inclusive space 
where they can explore their world, build 
meaningful relationships, and have access to 
experiences that prepare them for a life of 
leadership; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself, 
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. MARKEY, 
Ms. SINEMA, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. REED, 
Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Ms. HASSAN, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. WELCH, Mr. COONS, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. CASEY, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. KELLY, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. 
KAINE, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. DUR-
BIN): 

S. Res. 104. A resolution recognizing the 
heritage, culture, and contributions of 
Latinas in the United States; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. HASSAN (for herself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BRAUN, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CRAMER, 
Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DAINES, Mr. HEINRICH, 
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KING, 
Ms. LUMMIS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. 
SINEMA, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. TESTER, 
Mr. WICKER, and Mr. YOUNG): 

S. Con. Res. 5. A concurrent resolution sup-
porting the Local Radio Freedom Act; to the 
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Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. 
PETERS, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. PADILLA, Ms. WARREN, 
and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. Con. Res. 6. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing support for the recognition of 
March 10, 2023, as ‘‘Abortion Provider Appre-
ciation Day’’; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 124 
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 

names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) and the Senator from Illi-
nois (Ms. DUCKWORTH) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 124, a bill to increase 
the rates of pay under the statutory 
pay systems and for prevailing rate 
employees by 8.7 percent, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 178 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 178, a bill to establish 
protections for passengers in air trans-
portation, and for other purposes. 

S. 305 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 305, a bill to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the 250th anniversary of 
the United States Marine Corps, and to 
support programs at the Marine Corps 
Heritage Center. 

S. 347 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

names of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER), the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. BRAUN), the Senator from Wyo-
ming (Ms. LUMMIS) and the Senator 
from Florida (Mr. SCOTT) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 347, a bill to protect 
Americans from the threat posed by 
certain foreign adversaries using cur-
rent or potential future social media 
companies that those foreign adver-
saries control to surveil Americans, 
gather sensitive data about Americans, 
or spread influence campaigns, propa-
ganda, and censorship. 

S. 502 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
502, a bill to amend the Animal Health 
Protection Act with respect to the im-
portation of live dogs, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 541 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 541, a bill to provide for the inde-
pendent and objective conduct and su-
pervision of audits and investigations 
relating to the programs and oper-
ations funded with amounts appro-
priated or otherwise made available to 
Ukraine for military, economic, and 
humanitarian aid. 

S. 597 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 
names of the Senator from Arizona 
(Mr. KELLY) and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 597, a bill to amend 
title II of the Social Security Act to re-
peal the Government pension offset and 
windfall elimination provisions. 

S. 653 

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
653, a bill to lift the trade embargo to 
Cuba. 

S.J. RES. 2 

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 
of the Senator from Alabama (Mrs. 
BRITT) was added as a cosponsor of S.J. 
Res. 2, a joint resolution proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States relative to limiting the 
number of terms that a Member of Con-
gress may serve. 

S. RES. 82 

At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 
names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ), the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN), the Senator 
from California (Mr. PADILLA) and the 
Senator from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) 
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 82, 
a resolution congratulating the Na-
tional Treasury Employees Union on 
its 85th anniversary and commending 
the dedication shown Federal employ-
ees and continued service provided by 
the National Treasury Employees 
Union and the members of the National 
Treasury Employees Union. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mr. LANKFORD, and Mr. 
MORAN): 

S. 733. A bill to clarify that convic-
tions for kidnapping or sexual abuse 
are grounds for inadmissibility and de-
portability under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 733 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Reverse 
Entry for Migrant Offenders and Violence 
Expulsion Act’’. 
SEC. 2. GROUNDS FOR INADMISSIBILITY. 

Section 212(a)(2)(F) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(2)(F)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(F) KIDNAPPING; SEXUAL ABUSE.—Any 
alien who has been convicted of— 

‘‘(i) any offense under chapter 55 of title 18, 
United States Code (related to kidnapping); 
or 

‘‘(ii) any offense under chapter 109A of such 
title (related to sexual abuse), 

is inadmissible.’’. 

SEC. 3. GROUNDS FOR DEPORTATION. 

Section 237(a)(2)(D)(i) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1227(a)(2)(D)(i)) 
is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘chapter 55 (relating to 
kidnapping),’’ after ‘‘espionage),’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘chapter 109A (relating to 
sexual abuse),’’ after ‘‘sabotage),’’. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and 
Mr. WARNOCK): 

S. 734. A bill to enhance the partici-
pation of precision agriculture in the 
United States, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, agri-
culture may well be among the world’s 
oldest ways of life, but it has never 
been stagnant. Farmers and ranchers 
have always looked for new and better 
ways to increase crop yields, conserve 
resources, and keep their land and live-
stock healthy and productive. Today’s 
agricultural producers explore new 
farming practices, grow more resilient 
crops, and adopt new technologies to 
produce more and to use less. And the 
resilience of our food supply and Amer-
ica’s ability to feed our country and 
the world are in no small measure 
thanks to these farmer-driven ad-
vances. 

As I said, farmers and ranchers are 
always looking for ways to improve 
their operations, but they can face 
challenges when they are looking for 
reliable data. While the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture collects a lot of 
data, little has been done to analyze 
and organize it so it is useful for farm-
ers. 

Right now, many producers have to 
rely on anecdotal information to deter-
mine the value of things, like con-
servation and other production prac-
tices, and decide what to adopt on their 
farms and ranches. Better data would 
make it easier for farmers to decide 
what practices are the best option for 
them. 

A recent study of Department of Ag-
riculture data from farms in several 
States confirmed anecdotal reports 
about certain conservation practices. 
It demonstrated that farmers who use 
these practices were more likely to be 
able to plant during an exceptionally 
wet spring. That is the kind of infor-
mation farmers need to make informed 
decisions about their operations. We 
need to see more of this kind of anal-
ysis. 

That is why, earlier this year, I in-
troduced my bipartisan Agriculture In-
novation Act with Senator KLOBUCHAR. 
Our bill would make it easier for pro-
ducers to use USDA data to assess the 
impact of various conservation and 
production practices so that producers 
can choose the right practices for their 
farm and ranch operations. I will work 
to get the Agriculture Innovation Act 
included in this year’s farm bill. 
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While the macrolevel data that 

USDA collects can provide valuable in-
formation, farmers are already begin-
ning to look to the next frontier, col-
lecting real-time microlevel data from 
their own fields. 

Imagine what a farmer could do with 
real-time information about soil qual-
ity, water uptake, and plant health. 
Imagine quickly knowing whether you 
need more nitrogen or less water in a 
section of your field. Imagine having 
real-time data about your land or live-
stock at your fingertips. This is the 
promise of precision agriculture: har-
nessing the power of technology to help 
producers manage their operations 
with real-time data. 

GPS can allow farmers to identify 
field characteristics, map out irriga-
tion, and optimize crop production on 
their fields. Soil monitors can allow 
farmers to react to conditions as they 
change and apply fertilizers more pre-
cisely. And remote monitoring can help 
farmers keep tabs on everything from 
resource usage to livestock health and 
feed consumption. 

This precision agriculture represents 
a significant leap forward in farmers’ 
long advance toward producing more 
and using less. It presents an oppor-
tunity to increase profitability by cut-
ting down on inputs, the prices of 
which have spiked amid our inflation 
crisis. And it is a step toward broader 
use of conservation practices that will 
keep farm land in productive use for 
years to come. 

But for Americans to reap all of the 
benefits of precision agriculture, more 
work needs to be done. 

Today, I am introducing the bipar-
tisan Promoting Precision Agriculture 
Act with Senator WARNOCK to help fa-
cilitate widespread adoption of preci-
sion technology. My bill would estab-
lish a partnership between government 
and the private sector to develop vol-
untary interconnectivity standards and 
prioritize cyber security for precision 
agriculture technologies. These stand-
ards will help enhance agriculture up-
date and ensure reliability, usability, 
and security for producers and their 
data. It is an important element of en-
suring these new technologies deliver 
the advances they promise and of mak-
ing sure farmers and ranchers can trust 
that they are worthwhile investments. 

But as farmers look to precision agri-
culture future, the one thing that 
could still hold them back is the con-
tinued digital divide. Without a reli-
able internet connection, precision ag-
riculture just doesn’t work. Next-gen-
eration precision ag technologies will 
need stronger connectivity. 

Connecting unserved areas to reliable 
broadband has long been a priority of 
mine, and we made a good deal of 
progress through Federal investments 
and policies like my MOBILE NOW Act 
that removed regulatory barriers to 
broadband expansion. 

But we still have a lot of work to do. 
This year, I reintroduced my Rural 

Internet Improvement Act to stream-

line USDA’s broadband authorities and 
ensure broadband funding goes to areas 
where at least 90 percent of households 
lack broadband access. 

We also need to ensure broadband in-
vestments we have already made are 
actually going to their intended goal, 
and that is expanding broadband access 
to areas that are currently lacking it. 

In the last 3 years, the Federal Gov-
ernment has allocated $79 billion to 
broadband programs. But all the 
money in the world is useless if it is 
not being spent properly, which is why 
I launched a broadband oversight ini-
tiative in December to ensure this 
funding is going toward delivering 
broadband to the Americans who need 
it most. 

It has been clear for a long time how 
critical an internet connection is to 
the future of everything from edu-
cation and healthcare to business and 
everyday life. Connectivity has the po-
tential to truly revolutionize how we 
grow food in America. 

I am proud that South Dakota has 
been a leader in precision agriculture. 
South Dakota State University was the 
first in the country to offer a 4-year 
precision agriculture degree. In 2021, 
the university opened the Raven Preci-
sion Agriculture Center where the next 
generation of farmers will work to ad-
vance the next generation of farming. 

Since opening its precision ag center, 
SDSU has also launched a precision ag 
and cyber program with Dakota State 
University, a leading cyber security in-
stitution. 

As I have said numerous times, agri-
culture is the lifeblood of South Da-
kota. And anything we can do to make 
agriculture more efficient and more 
productive is not only good for our Na-
tion’s food supply, it is good for South 
Dakota farmers and their families. 

Precision agriculture is one of those 
things. It has the potential to deliver 
the same kind of advance that crop ro-
tation, the Farmer’s Almanac, and 
crop engineering delivered for farming. 
It can make farming more efficient, 
more cost-effective, and environ-
mentally friendly than it already is. 
And it can help our farms produce 
more food for more people with fewer 
resources and on less land. 

I will be working hard to ensure 
South Dakota farmers and ranchers 
and farmers and ranchers around the 
country have the resources they need 
to innovate and that this year’s farm 
bill advances the next generation of 
farming. 

A farmer is a lot of things: a scientist 
and a laborer, an innovator and ac-
countant, an engineer and a conserva-
tionist. I am proud to serve the ex-
traordinary men and women who keep 
our rich agricultural heritage alive and 
thriving. And I will continue working 
to help them as they move it into the 
future. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent that the text of the bill be 
printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 734 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Promoting 
Precision Agriculture Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) 3GPP.—The term ‘‘3GPP’’ means the 

Third Generation Partnership Project. 
(2) ADVANCED WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS 

TECHNOLOGY.—The term ‘‘advanced wireless 
communications technology’’ means ad-
vanced technology that contributes to mo-
bile (5G or beyond) networks, next-genera-
tion Wi-Fi networks, or other future net-
works using other technologies, regardless of 
whether the network is operating on an ex-
clusive licensed, shared licensed, or unli-
censed frequency band. 

(3) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.—The term 
‘‘artificial intelligence’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 238(g) of the John 
S. McCain National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115–232; 
10 U.S.C. note prec. 4061). 

(4) FOREIGN ADVERSARY.—The term ‘‘for-
eign adversary’’ means any foreign govern-
ment or foreign nongovernment person en-
gaged in a long-term pattern or serious in-
stances of conduct significantly adverse to 
the national security of the United States, 
or security and safety of United States per-
sons. 

(5) PRECISION AGRICULTURE.—The term 
‘‘precision agriculture’’ means managing, 
tracking, or reducing crop or livestock pro-
duction inputs, including seed, feed, fer-
tilizer, chemicals, water, time, and such 
other inputs as the Secretary determines to 
be appropriate, at a heightened level of spa-
tial and temporal granularity to improve ef-
ficiencies, reduce waste, and maintain envi-
ronmental quality. 

(6) PRECISION AGRICULTURE EQUIPMENT.— 
The term ‘‘precision agriculture equipment’’ 
means any equipment or technology that di-
rectly contributes to a reduction in, or im-
proved efficiency of, inputs used in crop or 
livestock production, including— 

(A) global positioning system-based or 
geospatial mapping; 

(B) satellite or aerial imagery; 
(C) yield monitors; 
(D) soil mapping; 
(E) sensors for gathering data on crop, soil, 

and livestock conditions; 
(F) Internet of Things and technology that 

relies on edge and cloud computing; 
(G) data management software and ad-

vanced analytics; 
(H) network connectivity products and so-

lutions, including public and private wireless 
networks; 

(I) global positioning system guidance, 
auto-steer systems, autonomous fleeting, 
and other machine-to-machine operations; 

(J) variable rate technology for applying 
inputs, such as section control; and 

(K) any other technology that leads to a 
reduction in, or improves efficiency of, crop 
and livestock production inputs, which may 
include— 

(i) seed; 
(ii) feed; 
(iii) fertilizer; 
(iv) chemicals; 
(v) water; 
(vi) time; 
(vii) fuel; 
(viii) emissions; and 
(ix) such other inputs as the Secretary de-

termines to be appropriate. 
(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 

means the Secretary of Agriculture. 
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(8) TRUSTED.—The term ‘‘trusted’’ means, 

with respect to a provider of advanced com-
munications service or a supplier of commu-
nications equipment or service, that the Sec-
retary has determined that the provider or 
supplier is not owned by, controlled by, or 
subject to the influence of, a foreign adver-
sary. 

(9) VOLUNTARY CONSENSUS STANDARDS DE-
VELOPMENT ORGANIZATION.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘voluntary con-
sensus standards development organization’’ 
means an organization that develops stand-
ards in a process that meets the principles 
for the development of voluntary consensus 
standards (as defined in the document of the 
Office of Management and Budget entitled 
‘‘Federal Participation in the Development 
and Use of Voluntary Consensus Standards 
and in Conformity Assessment Activities’’ 
(OMB Circular A–119)). 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘voluntary con-
sensus standards development organization’’ 
includes the 3GPP, the Alliance for Tele-
communications Industry Solutions, the Ag-
ricultural Industry Electronics Foundation, 
and the Global System for Mobile Commu-
nications Association. 
SEC. 3. PURPOSES. 

The purposes of this Act are— 
(1) to enhance the participation of preci-

sion agriculture in the United States; and 
(2) to promote United States leadership in 

voluntary consensus standards development 
organizations that set standards for preci-
sion agriculture. 
SEC. 4. INTERCONNECTIVITY STANDARDS FOR 

PRECISION AGRICULTURE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary, in consultation with the Director 
of the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, shall— 

(1) develop voluntary, consensus-based, pri-
vate sector-led interconnectivity standards, 
guidelines, and best practices for precision 
agriculture that will promote economies of 
scale and ease the burden of the adoption of 
precision agriculture; and 

(2) in carrying out paragraph (1)— 
(A) coordinate with relevant public and 

trusted private sector stakeholders and 
other relevant industry organizations, in-
cluding voluntary consensus standards devel-
opment organizations; and 

(B) consult with sector-specific agencies, 
other appropriate agencies, and State and 
local governments. 

(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—The Secretary, in 
carrying out subsection (a), shall, in con-
sultation with the Federal Communications 
Commission and the Director of the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology, con-
sider— 

(1) the evolving demands of precision agri-
culture; 

(2) the connectivity needs of precision agri-
culture equipment; 

(3) the cybersecurity challenges facing pre-
cision agriculture, including cybersecurity 
threats for agriculture producers and agri-
culture supply chains; 

(4) the impact of advanced wireless com-
munications technology on precision agri-
culture; and 

(5) the impact of artificial intelligence on 
precision agriculture. 
SEC. 5. GAO ASSESSMENT OF PRECISION AGRI-

CULTURE STANDARDS. 
(a) STUDY.—Not later than 1 year after the 

Secretary develops standards under section 
4, and every 2 years thereafter for the fol-
lowing 8 years, the Comptroller General of 
the United States shall conduct a study that 
assesses those standards, including the ex-
tent to which those standards, as applica-
ble— 

(1) are voluntary; 
(2) were developed in coordination with rel-

evant industry organizations, including vol-
untary consensus standards development or-
ganizations; and 

(3) have successfully encouraged the adop-
tion of precision agriculture. 

(b) REPORT.—The Comptroller General of 
the United States shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology of the House 
of Representatives a report that summarizes 
the findings of each study conducted under 
subsection (a). 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO, and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR): 

S. 735. A bill to strengthen the United 
States Interagency Council on Home-
lessness; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

Mr. REED. Madam President, I am 
pleased to join Senator COLLINS and 
Senators VAN HOLLEN, CORTEZ MASTO, 
and KLOBUCHAR in introducing legisla-
tion that would permanently reauthor-
ize the United States Interagency 
Council on Homelessness, the Council 
or USICH. 

The Council was established during 
the Reagan administration as part of 
the landmark McKinney-Vento Home-
less Assistance Act of 1987. Over the 
last three and a half decades, it has 
brought Agencies from across the Fed-
eral Government together to coordi-
nate efforts to address homelessness. In 
2009, the Homeless Emergency Assist-
ance and Rapid Transition to Housing, 
HEARTH, Act, which I authored along 
with Senator COLLINS, expanded the 
Council’s role, allowing it to work with 
public, nonprofit and private stake-
holders to develop a national strategic 
plan to end homelessness. With a small 
budget and a small staff, the Council 
has helped guide Federal, State, and 
local stakeholders in deploying their 
resources in a smart, effective and co-
ordinated fashion. The results have 
been evident. In the decade after 
USICH published its first plan, overall 
homelessness declined 9 percent. Fam-
ily and veterans homelessness declined 
significantly, as well, with the total 
numbers dropping nearly 30 percent 
and 50 percent, respectively. In fact, 
the Council has been able to help 83 
communities and three States effec-
tively end veteran homelessness. 

Even with this progress, homeless-
ness has persisted, and we have faced a 
growing challenge in the wake of the 
COVID–19 pandemic. The Department 
of Housing and Urban Development’s 
2022 Annual Homelessness Assessment 
Report to Congress found that, on ‘‘a 
single night in 2022, roughly 582,500 peo-
ple were experiencing homelessness in 
the United States,’’ while the majority 
of individuals experiencing homeless-
ness were living on the street or in 
other unsheltered locations and were 
not in homeless shelters. The COVID–19 
pandemic and its accompanying eco-
nomic effects have also pushed home-
lessness rates higher in many parts of 

the country. Indeed, the number of in-
dividuals experiencing homelessness 
increased in the majority of States be-
tween January 2020, and 2022, including 
a staggering 48 percent jump in my 
home State of Rhode Island. 

USICH can help us meet this chal-
lenge by guiding how its 19 Federal 
member Agencies deploy and leverage 
their resources with nonfederal part-
ners in order to help communities ef-
fectively address homelessness. We 
know that smart, coordinated invest-
ments in programs that address home-
lessness and increase affordable hous-
ing pay additional dividends. Accord-
ing to the National Alliance to End 
Homelessness, ‘‘Based on 22 different 
studies from across the country, pro-
viding permanent supportive housing 
to chronically homeless people creates 
net savings of $4,800 per person per 
year, through reduced spending on 
jails, hospitals, shelters, and other 
emergency services.’’ In short, helping 
people avoid homelessness not only 
helps them, it can also save taxpayers 
money, and USICH helps make our in-
vestments to address homelessness 
more informed and more effective. 

Indeed, the Council continues to 
prove that the government can work 
and save money in the process. That is 
why we should permanently authorize 
USICH and why organizations like the 
National Low Income Housing Coali-
tion, the National Alliance to End 
Homelessness, the Rhode Island Coali-
tion to End Homelessness, and 
HousingWorks RI have supported our 
bill. I urge our colleagues to join us in 
supporting this legislation. 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and 
Mr. WARNER): 

S. 745. A bill to designate additions 
to the Rough Mountain Wilderness and 
the Rich Hole Wilderness of the George 
Washington National Forest, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

Mr. KAINE. Madam President, this 
bill authorizes additions to two exist-
ing wilderness areas within the George 
Washington National Forest in Bath 
County, VA. This text represents years 
of negotiation and compromise among 
Virginia stakeholders who rely on the 
GW Forest. 

In many parts of America, Federal 
land management is controversial. 
Some may view these lands as reposi-
tories for timber, energy, or minerals. 
Others may enjoy using recreational 
trails through them. Others may be-
lieve that they should be left undis-
turbed. The truth, of course, is that all 
of these uses are important; the con-
flict lies in deciding which lands are 
best suited to which purposes. 

In the lead-up to the latest multiyear 
GW Forest Management Plan, various 
forest users came together to see if 
they could find reasonable com-
promises that would avoid years of un-
productive disagreement and litiga-
tion. This group, known as the George 
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Washington National Forest Stake-
holder Collaborative, ultimately suc-
ceeded and made joint recommenda-
tions to the U.S. Forest Service for for-
est management and protection. Pres-
ervation advocates consented to timber 
harvesting and other active forest res-
toration and management in certain 
areas, while forest products interests 
consented to wilderness and light man-
agement in other areas. Following this 
fruitful collaboration, the Forest Serv-
ice convened the Lower Cowpasture 
Restoration and Management Project, 
bringing together the collaborative and 
other stakeholders to help develop 
management activities on this par-
ticular part of GW Forest in Bath 
County. Everyone got some of what 
they wanted, and everyone gave some 
ground. 

The collaborative has now come to-
gether to support the wilderness addi-
tions in this bill, which designates 4,600 
acres to be added to the Rich Hole Wil-
derness Area and 1,000 acres to be 
added to the Rough Mountain Wilder-
ness Area. I am proud to once again 
partner with Senator MARK WARNER 
and follow the path blazed by Senator 
John Warner and Representative Rick 
Boucher, who led the original Virginia 
Wilderness Act in 1984. I am also proud 
that this bill has passed the Senate in 
previous Congresses, including by 
unanimous consent. I will be pushing 
to include this bill as part of the 2023 
farm bill, and I hope that we can bring 
this effort to the finish line soon. 

Taking care of our Nation’s public 
lands is good for the environment and 
good for the economy. Land disputes 
may often be contentious, but these ef-
forts in the GW Forest show they don’t 
have to be. When everyone comes to 
the table and invests the necessary 
time, we can find common ground. I 
hope this will be a lesson for us in 
other tough policy challenges, and I en-
courage my Senate colleagues to sup-
port this bill. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. 
KING, and Mrs. SHAHEEN): 

S. 747. A bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to provide grants 
to States, territories, and Indian 
Tribes to address contamination by 
perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances on farms, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I 
rise today to introduce the Relief for 
Farmers Hit with PFAS Act. My col-
league Senator KING joins me in intro-
ducing this important legislation that 
would assist farmers across America 
who have been harmed by PFAS con-
tamination. 

PFAS are a class of man-made 
chemicals—sometimes referred to as 
‘‘forever chemicals’’—that can bio-
accumulate in bodies over time. They 
are traditionally found in nonstick 
pans, clothing, furniture, and fire-
fighting foam and have been linked to 
cancer, thyroid disease, liver damage, 

decreased fertility, and hormone dis-
ruption. PFAS contamination is a 
growing problem, and additional re-
sources are needed to support affected 
communities. 

In Maine, PFAS contamination af-
fecting many different sectors, includ-
ing agriculture, has been discovered 
over the past several years. The pres-
ence of PFAS in wastewater sludge 
once spread as fertilizer has prevented 
some Maine farms from selling their 
products, thus leading to significant fi-
nancial hardship for these family farm-
ers. One such farmer is Fred Stone, a 
dairy farmer in Arundel, ME. In 2016, 
Fred discovered that the milk produced 
on his farm contained some of the 
highest levels ever reported for a PFAS 
contaminant at that time. More re-
cently, a dairy farm in Fairfield, ME, 
found PFAS levels in its milk that 
were 153 times higher than the State’s 
standard. 

Dairy is not the only agricultural 
sector affected by these harmful for-
ever chemicals. Adam Nordell and his 
wife Johanna Davis, from Unity, ME, 
learned that PFAS had contaminated 
the soil and water in their organic veg-
etable farm, the result of sludge spread 
on their land in the 1990s. Tests last 
year showed that Adam and Johanna 
had levels of PFAS in their blood that 
were even higher than chemical plant 
workers who manufactured PFAS for 
decades and handled them daily. 

Currently, USDA provides limited 
support through the Dairy Indemnity 
Payment Program to dairy farmers 
who have been directed to remove their 
contaminated milk from the commer-
cial market. This program falls far 
short of meeting the growing needs of 
all farmers in the State of Maine. Fred 
Stone, the farmer who first learned of 
contamination in 2016, has still not 
been compensated adequately for the 
contamination he has experienced. 
What is more, this program helps only 
dairy farmers, excluding the farmers of 
other agricultural products who have 
had their livelihoods disrupted by 
PFAS contamination. While commu-
nity organizations and the State of 
Maine have stepped in to provide some 
aid, USDA should do more to assist all 
farmers affected by these chemicals. 
That is what our legislation aims to 
do. 

Specifically, the funds authorized by 
the Relief for Farmers Hit with PFAS 
Act could be used for a variety of pur-
poses at the State level, including pro-
viding financial assistance to affected 
farmers; building capacity for PFAS 
testing for soil or water sources; moni-
toring blood for individuals to make 
informed decisions about their health; 
upgrading or purchasing equipment to 
ensure a farm remains profitable dur-
ing or after known PFAS contamina-
tion; developing alternative production 
systems or remediation strategies; de-
veloping educational programs for 
farmers experiencing PFAS contamina-
tion; and researching soil and water re-
mediation systems, and the viability of 
those systems for farms. 

In addition to making new resources 
available, our bill would create a task 
force at USDA charged with identi-
fying other USDA programs to which 
PFAS contamination should be added 
as a activity. This would help bring 
even more resources to farmers 
through existing programs. Addition-
ally, the task force would provide tech-
nical assistance to States to help them 
coordinate their responses effectively. 

Mr. President, USDA needs to step up 
and provide support to farmers, who 
through no fault of their own are at 
risk of losing their livelihoods. This is 
not just a problem in Maine. A recent 
report released by the Environmental 
Working Group estimated that approxi-
mately 20 million acres of crop land in 
the United States could be contami-
nated from PFAS-tainted sludge, which 
had been used as fertilizer. 

Thus far, the Federal Government’s 
response has failed to keep pace with 
this growing problem. I have urged 
USDA Secretary Vilsack repeatedly to 
come to the aid of these affected farm-
ers, and the Relief for Farmers Hit 
with PFAS Act would direct the De-
partment to help where it is needed 
most. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. As the members of the Senate Ag-
riculture Committee begin work on the 
2023 farm bill, I hope that we can work 
together to pass the Relief for Farmers 
Hit with PFAS Act into law. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 101—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 9, 2023, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL SLAM THE SCAM DAY’’ 
TO RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT 
PERVASIVE GOVERNMENT IM-
POSTER SCAMS, AND TO PRO-
MOTE EDUCATION TO PREVENT 
GOVERNMENT IMPOSTER SCAMS 
Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. KELLY, 

Mr. WARNOCK, Mr. CASEY, and Mr. 
BRAUN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 101 

Whereas hundreds of thousands of individ-
uals in the United States are targeted by 
government imposter scams each year, in-
cluding Social Security-related and Internal 
Revenue Service-related government im-
poster scams; 

Whereas government imposter scams in-
volve scammers contacting individuals in 
the United States and impersonating em-
ployees of government agencies, such as the 
Social Security Administration, to demand 
payment or personal information, which de-
frauds individuals of the United States and 
erodes trust in the government agencies that 
the scammers impersonate; 

Whereas, since 2013, the fraud hotline of 
the Special Committee on Aging of the Sen-
ate has received more than 10,000 complaints 
from individuals in all 50 States, the District 
of Columbia, and the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, of which 1⁄3 were reporting pos-
sible government imposter scams; 

Whereas there were more than 191,000 gov-
ernment imposter scams reported to the Fed-
eral Trade Commission in 2022; 
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Whereas the Federal Trade Commission 

has estimated that victims lost almost 
$509,000,000 in government imposter scams in 
2022; 

Whereas, according to the Federal Trade 
Commission, in 2022, older adults reported 
larger median individual losses as a result of 
government imposter scams than younger 
adults; 

Whereas, according to the Federal Trade 
Commission, in 2022, individuals in the 
United States reported losing more than 
$104,500,000 to Social Security-related im-
poster scams; 

Whereas, in 2022, Social Security-related 
imposter scams represented the largest cat-
egory of complaints received by the fraud 
hotline of the Special Committee on Aging 
of the Senate; and 

Whereas increased awareness of, and edu-
cation about, government imposter scams 
help to thwart government imposter 
scammers: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates March 9, 2023, as ‘‘National 

Slam the Scam Day’’; 
(2) recognizes National Slam the Scam Day 

as an opportunity to raise awareness about 
scams that involve individuals imper-
sonating government employees by any 
means, including by mail, telephone, elec-
tronic mail, or internet websites (referred to 
in this resolving clause as ‘‘government im-
poster scams’’); 

(3) recognizes that law enforcement agen-
cies, consumer protection groups, telephone 
companies, area agencies on aging, and fi-
nancial institutions all play vital roles in— 

(A) preventing government imposter scams 
from targeting the people of the United 
States; and 

(B) educating the people of the United 
States about government imposter scams; 

(4) encourages— 
(A) the implementation of policies to pre-

vent government imposter scams; and 
(B) the improvement of measures to pro-

tect the people of the United States from 
government imposter scams; 

(5) encourages members of the public to— 
(A) ignore solicitations from individuals 

falsely claiming to represent government 
agencies; 

(B) share information about government 
imposter scams with family and friends; and 

(C) report government imposter scams to— 
(i) the Office of the Inspector General of 

the Social Security Administration; 
(ii) the Treasury Inspector General for Tax 

Administration; or 
(iii) the Federal Trade Commission; and 
(6) honors the commitment and dedication 

of the individuals and organizations that 
work tirelessly to fight against government 
imposter scams. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 102—OBSERV-
ING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE BIRTH OF JOHN LESLIE 
‘‘WES’’ MONTGOMERY AND COM-
MEMORATING HIS CONTRIBU-
TIONS TO JAZZ MUSIC 

Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Mr. 
YOUNG) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 102 

Whereas, on March 6, 1923, John Leslie 
‘‘Wes’’ Montgomery (referred to in this reso-
lution as ‘‘Wes Montgomery’’) was born to 
Frances and Tom Montgomery in Indianap-
olis, Indiana; 

Whereas Wes Montgomery was naturally 
gifted in the musical arts and became pro-

ficient on the 4- and 6-string guitar in his 
youth; 

Whereas Wes Montgomery was a self- 
taught musician and learned to play guitar 
by listening to recordings of jazz guitarist 
Charlie Christian; 

Whereas Wes Montgomery developed a 
unique fingerstyle playing technique uncom-
mon to jazz guitarists in his day, using the 
thumb to play bass notes simultaneously 
with melodic lines; 

Whereas Wes Montgomery crafted diverse 
and unconventional rhythms that became a 
defining representation of bebop-style jazz 
guitar; 

Whereas Wes Montgomery became famous 
after performing in jazz clubs in Indianapolis 
and was later recruited to tour with the Lio-
nel Hampton Orchestra; 

Whereas, in 1957, Wes Montgomery joined 
his brothers Buddy and Monk to perform 
with other bands and record music with Pa-
cific Jazz Records; 

Whereas, following the release of Wes 
Montgomery’s albums ‘‘The Wes Mont-
gomery Trio’’ and ‘‘The Incredible Guitar of 
Wes Montgomery’’, Wes Montgomery’s music 
became famous internationally, and his band 
traveled extensively in Europe in the spring 
of 1965; 

Whereas, in 1967, Wes Montgomery’s album 
‘‘A Day in the Life’’ was rated the premier 
album on the Billboard Jazz Albums chart, 
2nd on the Billboard R&B Albums chart, and 
13th on the Billboard 200 chart; and 

Whereas, on June 15, 1968, Wes Mont-
gomery passed at his home in Indianapolis: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that— 

(1) the contributions of John Leslie ‘‘Wes’’ 
Montgomery to jazz music continue to en-
rich the music industry and inspire countless 
musicians across the world; and 

(2) the legacy of John Leslie ‘‘Wes’’ Mont-
gomery as a great Hoosier musician should 
be recognized and celebrated, especially on 
March 6, 2023, which marks the 100th anni-
versary of his birth. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 103—RECOG-
NIZING GIRL SCOUTS OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ON 
ITS 111TH BIRTHDAY AND CELE-
BRATING ITS LEGACY OF PRO-
VIDING GIRLS WITH A SAFE, IN-
CLUSIVE SPACE WHERE THEY 
CAN EXPLORE THEIR WORLD, 
BUILD MEANINGFUL RELATION-
SHIPS, AND HAVE ACCESS TO 
EXPERIENCES THAT PREPARE 
THEM FOR A LIFE OF LEADER-
SHIP 

Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. WARREN, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, and Ms. ERNST) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary: 

S. RES. 103 

Whereas March 12, 2023, marks the 111th 
anniversary of Girl Scouts of the United 
States of America (referred to in this pre-
amble as ‘‘Girl Scouts’’), the largest and 
most impactful leadership program for girls 
in the world; 

Whereas, as of 2023, more than 50,000,000 
women trailblazers, visionaries, and leaders 
are Girl Scouts alumnae who have made the 
world a better place; 

Whereas, in July, 2023, Girl Scouts will 
host its triennial convention where more 
than 10,000 girls, alumnae, and supporters 

from across the movement will gather to ex-
plore, create, and grow alongside thousands 
of fellow change-makers, dreamers, and 
doers; 

Whereas, during a time when girls are deal-
ing with the impact of COVID-19 pandemic- 
related learning loss, Girl Scouts offers im-
portant out-of-school and afterschool learn-
ing enrichment and skill building opportuni-
ties that expand their world, allow them to 
cultivate their talents, and ensure they can 
confidently pursue their passions and make 
the world a better place; 

Whereas, since its founding, Girl Scouts 
has emphasized public service and civic en-
gagement and has fostered in girls a sense of 
community; 

Whereas, during a time when girls are ex-
periencing increased levels of anxiety, stress, 
loneliness, and depression, Girl Scouts con-
tinues to provide community, consistency, 
and connection for girls and is a safe haven 
in all the uncertainty; 

Whereas the commitment of the Girl 
Scouts to getting girls outdoors, including 
through exciting summer camp experiences, 
instills a lifelong appreciation for nature and 
the environment that is more critical than 
ever as the United States emerges from the 
COVID-19 pandemic; 

Whereas, at a time when civics education 
is missing from many schools, Girl Scouts 
engages girls of all grade levels in civics pro-
gramming that deepens their understanding 
of democracy and government, prepares 
them for a lifetime of civic engagement, and 
motivates them to take action on issues that 
are important to them; 

Whereas Girl Scouts offers girls 21st-cen-
tury programming in science, technology, 
engineering, math, the outdoors, entrepre-
neurship, and beyond, helping girls develop 
invaluable life skills; 

Whereas, to earn the Gold Award, Girl 
Scouts take on projects that have a measur-
able and sustainable impact on a community 
by assessing a need, designing a solution, 
completing a project, and inspiring others to 
sustain it; and 

Whereas, as a member organization of the 
World Association of Girl Guides and Girl 
Scouts, Girl Scouts is— 

(1) part of an international sisterhood of 
10,000,000 girls and young women in 152 coun-
tries; and 

(2) committed to offering girls more oppor-
tunities to engage with communities world-
wide, make meaningful global connections, 
and explore global citizenship: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes Girl Scouts of the United 

States of America for 111 years of providing 
girls with a safe, inclusive, all-girl space 
where those girls can hone their skills and 
develop leadership abilities; 

(2) congratulates all Girl Scouts who 
earned the Gold Award in 2022; and 

(3) encourages Girl Scouts of the United 
States of America to continue to champion 
the ambitions, nurture the creativity, and 
support the talents of future women leaders. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 104—RECOG-
NIZING THE HERITAGE, CUL-
TURE, AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
LATINAS IN THE UNITED 
STATES 
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself, Mr. 

MERKLEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. 
SINEMA, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. REED, Mr. 
LUJÁN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. BALDWIN, 
Ms. HASSAN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. WELCH, 
Mr. COONS, Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. ROSEN, 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S749 March 9, 2023 
Mr. CASEY, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. WARREN, 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
KELLY, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. BENNET, 
Mr. BOOKER, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. KAINE, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. DURBIN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary: 

S. RES. 104 
Whereas the United States celebrates Na-

tional Women’s History Month every March 
to recognize and honor the achievements of 
women throughout the history of the United 
States; 

Whereas there are nearly 30,000,000 Latinas 
living in the United States; 

Whereas 1 in 6 women in the United States 
is a Latina; 

Whereas Latinas have helped shape the his-
tory of the United States since its inception; 

Whereas Latinas contribute to the society 
of the United States through working in 
many industries, including business, edu-
cation, science and technology, medicine, en-
gineering, mathematics, literature and the 
arts, the military, agriculture, hospitality, 
and public service; 

Whereas Latinas served as essential work-
ers during the COVID–19 pandemic, filling 
vital positions that keep the economy going 
and the people of the United States safe; 

Whereas Latinas come from diverse cul-
tures across North America, Central Amer-
ica, South America, and the Caribbean, and 
Afro-Latinas face disparities in recognition; 

Whereas Latinas are dedicated public serv-
ants, holding posts at the highest levels of 
the Federal Government, including the Su-
preme Court of the United States, Cabinet- 
level positions, the United States Senate, 
and the United States House of Representa-
tives; 

Whereas there are approximately 45,710 ac-
tive duty Latinas in the Armed Forces, and 
the first Latina to become a general in the 
Marine Corps reached that rank in 2006; 

Whereas Latinas are breaking the glass 
ceiling in science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics, with the first Latina to 
travel into space doing so during a 9-day 
Space Shuttle Discovery mission in 1993; 

Whereas Latinas own more than 2,000,000 
businesses, and 18 percent of all women- 
owned companies in the United States are 
owned by a Latina; 

Whereas Latina activists have led the fight 
for civil rights, including labor rights, 
LGBTQ rights, women’s rights, and racial 
equality; 

Whereas Latinas like Hollywood icon 
Raquel Welch have created award-winning 
art; 

Whereas Latinas are recipients of Emmy, 
Grammy, Oscar, and Tony awards, including 
Rita Moreno, who earned all 4 awards be-
tween 1961 and 1977; 

Whereas Latina singers and songwriters, 
such as Selena, Celia Cruz, Shakira, and 
Linda Ronstadt, have made lasting and sig-
nificant contributions to music throughout 
the world; 

Whereas Latinas serve in the medical pro-
fession, and the first female and first His-
panic Surgeon General of the United States 
was appointed in 1990; 

Whereas Latinas serve as journalists, re-
porting vital news and information to the 
public; 

Whereas Latinas are world-class athletes, 
representing the United States in the Olym-
pics and other international competitions; 

Whereas Latinas are paid just 57 cents for 
every dollar paid to White, non-Hispanic 
men, and Latinas will not achieve equal pay 
at the current rate for another 432 years; 

Whereas, in the face of societal obstacles, 
including unequal pay, disparities in edu-
cation, health care needs, and civil rights 
struggles, Latinas continue to break through 
and thrive; 

Whereas the United States should continue 
to invest in the future of Latinas to address 
the barriers they face; and 

Whereas, by 2060, Latinas will represent 1⁄4 
of the female population of the United 
States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) celebrates and honors the successes of 

Latinas and the contributions they have 
made and continue to make to the United 
States; and 

(2) recognizes the changes that are still to 
be made to ensure that Latinas can realize 
their full potential as equal members of soci-
ety. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 5—SUPPORTING THE LOCAL 
RADIO FREEDOM ACT 

Ms. HASSAN (for herself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BRAUN, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mr. DAINES, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. 
HOEVEN, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KING, Ms. 
LUMMIS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. SINEMA, 
Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. TESTER, Mr. WICKER, 
and Mr. YOUNG) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation: 

S. CON. RES. 5 

Whereas the United States enjoys broad-
casting and sound recording industries that 
are the envy of the world due to the mutu-
ally beneficial relationship that has existed 
among these industries for many decades; 

Whereas, for nearly a century, Congress 
has rejected repeated calls by the recording 
industry to impose a performance fee on 
local radio stations for simply playing music 
on the radio, as such a fee would upset the 
mutually beneficial relationship between 
local radio and the recording industry; 

Whereas local radio stations provide free 
publicity and promotion to the recording in-
dustry and performers of music in the form 
of radio airplay, interviews with performers, 
introduction of new performers, concert pro-
motions, and publicity that promotes the 
sale of music, concert tickets, ring tones, 
music videos, and associated merchandise; 

Whereas committees in the Senate and the 
House of Representatives have previously re-
ported that ‘‘the sale of many sound record-
ings and the careers of many performers 
have benefitted considerably from airplay 
and other promotional activities provided by 
both noncommercial and advertiser-sup-
ported, free over-the-air broadcasting’’; 

Whereas local radio broadcasters provide 
tens of thousands of hours of essential local 
news and weather information during times 
of national emergencies and natural disas-
ters, as well as public affairs programming, 
sports, and hundreds of millions of dollars 
worth of time for public service announce-
ments and local fundraising efforts for wor-
thy charitable causes, all of which are jeop-
ardized if local radio stations are forced to 
divert revenues to pay for a new performance 
fee; 

Whereas there are many thousands of local 
radio stations that will suffer severe eco-
nomic hardship if any new performance fee is 
imposed, as will many other small businesses 
that play music, including bars, restaurants, 
retail establishments, sports and other en-
tertainment venues, shopping centers, and 
transportation facilities; and 

Whereas the hardship that would result 
from a new performance fee would hurt busi-
nesses in the United States and ultimately 
the consumers in the United States who rely 
on local radio for news, weather, and enter-
tainment, and such a performance fee is not 
justified when the current system has pro-
duced the most prolific and innovative 
broadcasting, music, and sound recording in-
dustries in the world: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress should 
not impose any new performance fee, tax, 
royalty, or other charge— 

(1) relating to the public performance of 
sound recordings on a local radio station for 
broadcasting sound recordings over the air; 
or 

(2) on any business for the public perform-
ance of sound recordings on a local radio sta-
tion broadcast over the air. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 6—EXPRESSING SUPPORT 
FOR THE RECOGNITION OF 
MARCH 10, 2023, AS ‘‘ABORTION 
PROVIDER APPRECIATION DAY’’ 

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. PETERS, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
HEINRICH, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. PADILLA, Ms. WARREN, and Mr. 
WYDEN) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions: 

S. CON. RES. 6 

Whereas March 10 has been established as a 
day to show appreciation for the essential, 
high-quality care that abortion providers 
and clinic staff provide to their communities 
and those traveling to their communities, 
and to celebrate their courage, compassion, 
and dedication to their work; 

Whereas March 10 was established in honor 
of Dr. David Gunn, who was killed on March 
10, 1993, outside his abortion clinic in Pensa-
cola, Florida, by a white supremacist and 
antiabortion extremist in the first known in-
stance of the murder of an abortion provider; 

Whereas, on June 24, 2022, the Supreme 
Court of the United States overturned Roe v. 
Wade, 410 U.S. 113 (1973), in Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health Organization, 597 U.S. lll 

(2022) (referred to in this preamble as ‘‘the 
Dobbs decision’’), reversing decades of legal 
precedent affirming the right to an abortion 
and unleashing devastation on an already 
precarious abortion access landscape; 

Whereas, following the Dobbs decision, 
States across the country moved to further 
restrict access to abortion care, with not 
fewer than 17 States either severely restrict-
ing access to abortion care or banning abor-
tion entirely; 

Whereas, because of State abortion bans, 
scores of clinics in already underserved areas 
were forced to close and more patients were 
forced to travel to other States, increasing 
wait times at clinics, straining already thin 
resources, and pushing people farther and 
farther away from their homes; 

Whereas abortion providers and clinic staff 
play a critical role in a world where it has 
become increasingly difficult for individuals 
to be able to make essential and time-sen-
sitive decisions about their bodies, lives, and 
futures; 

Whereas abortion providers and clinic staff 
help to ensure that all individuals who can 
become pregnant can make their own deci-
sions about their bodies and their preg-
nancies, and support the decisions of their 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:07 Mar 10, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A09MR6.032 S09MRPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES750 March 9, 2023 
patients by treating them with dignity, em-
pathy, compassion, and respect, despite nu-
merous challenges due to abortion bans and 
restrictions; 

Whereas abortion providers and clinic staff 
play an essential role within the reproduc-
tive justice framework, which was created by 
12 Black women in 1994, who determined the 
necessity of adopting a human rights frame-
work that demands every person has the 
human right to bodily autonomy, which in-
cludes the right to choose if, when, and how 
to have children, and the right to parent the 
children they have in safe and sustainable 
communities; 

Whereas individuals seeking abortion care 
across the United States also rely on the 
work of abortion funds and practical support 
organizations to access abortion care for 
themselves and their families; 

Whereas abortion funds and practical sup-
port organizations that rely on donations 
face increasing demand following the Dobbs 
decision as individuals are forced into the vi-
cious cycle of having to travel longer dis-
tances, find childcare or lodging, and raise 
money to obtain an abortion and cover asso-
ciated costs; 

Whereas restrictions on accessing abortion 
care have far-reaching consequences in both 
deepening existing inequities caused by 
white supremacy, structural racism, and sys-
temic discrimination in the maternal health 
care system and worsening health outcomes 
for pregnant individuals, individuals giving 
birth, and their families; 

Whereas the effects of the Dobbs decision 
were immediate and disastrous, with abor-
tion being entirely banned in 12 States as of 
March 2023, meaning that a total of 71,000,000 
individuals, or more than 20 percent of the 
population of the United States, live in a 
State where abortion is illegal; 

Whereas restricting and banning access to 
abortion care— 

(1) creates and increases the out-of-pocket 
costs and logistical burdens that patients 
face to get care to a level that is sometimes 
insurmountable, forcing patients to remain 
pregnant; and 

(2) exposes the remaining abortion pro-
viders and clinic staff to increased levels of 
harassment and politically motivated re-
strictions; 

Whereas the 2021 Violence and Disruption 
Report of the National Abortion Federation 
found an alarming escalation in incidents of 
obstruction, vandalism, and trespassing at 
abortion clinics, with abortion providers re-
porting an alarming rate of death threats 
and threats of harm, and documented 182 in-
cidents in 2021; 

Whereas Black, indigenous, and other pro-
viders and patients of color face heightened 
levels of threats, harassment, and violence 
as compared to their White counterparts; 

Whereas the Dobbs decision has 
emboldened antiabortion individuals and 
groups to continue to harass providers and 
the patients they care for; 

Whereas the Dobbs decision threatens the 
ability of abortion providers and the clinic 
staff who support them to serve their pa-
tients; and 

Whereas in the face of multifaceted at-
tacks on their work, abortion providers re-
main an essential and valued part of their 
communities, providing high-quality, com-
passionate, and necessary health care, and 
courageously delivering this care despite 
pressures, restrictions, political inter-
ference, and violent threats to their personal 
safety: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) recognizes Abortion Provider Apprecia-
tion Day to celebrate the courage, compas-
sion, and high-quality care that abortion 

providers and clinic staff offer to patients 
and their families across the United States; 

(2) lauds communities across the United 
States who are proud to be home to abortion 
providers and clinic staff; 

(3) affirms the commitment of Congress to 
ensuring the safety of abortion providers, 
the ability of abortion providers to continue 
providing the essential care their patients 
need, and the right of patients to access 
abortion care no matter where they live, free 
from fear of violence, criminalization, or 
stigma; 

(4) condemns the decision of the Supreme 
Court of the United States in Dobbs v. Jack-
son Women’s Health Organization, 597 U.S. 
lll (2022), which has had a devastating im-
pact on abortion providers and the commu-
nities they care for, threatening the work 
and livelihoods of providers and clinic staff, 
and worsening the strain on providers who 
work in States where abortion is still avail-
able; and 

(5) declares a vision for a future where ac-
cess to abortion is liberated from restric-
tions and bans universally, and affirms the 
commitment of Congress to working toward 
this goal in partnership with providers, pa-
tients, advocates, and their communities. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
have six requests for committees to 
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, March 9, 
2023, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, March 9, 2023, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, March 9, 2023, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, March 9, 
2023, at 10 a.m., to conduct an execu-
tive business meeting. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 

The Special Committee on Aging is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, March 9, 
2023, at 10:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON STATE DEPARTMENT AND 

USAID MANAGEMENT, INTERNATIONAL OPER-
ATIONS, AND BILATERAL INTERNATIONAL DE-
VELOPMENT 

The Subcommittee on State Depart-
ment and USAID Management, Inter-
national Operations, and Bilateral 

International Development of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, March 9, 2023, at 
10:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

f 

APPOINTMENT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair announces, on behalf of the Sec-
retary of the Senate, pursuant to Pub-
lic Law 101–509, the appointment of the 
following individual to serve as a mem-
ber of the Advisory Committee on the 
Records of Congress: Tanya Marshall of 
Vermont. 

f 

MOVING AMERICANS PRIVACY 
PROTECTION ACT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 758, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

A bill (S. 758) to amend the Tariff Act of 
1930 to protect personally identifiable infor-
mation, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a 
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 758) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 758 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Moving 
Americans Privacy Protection Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PROTECTION OF PERSONALLY IDENTIFI-

ABLE INFORMATION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section 

431(c) of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 
1431(c)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(2)(A) The information listed in paragraph 
(1) shall not be available for public disclo-
sure if— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary of the Treasury makes 
an affirmative finding on a shipment-by- 
shipment basis that disclosure is likely to 
pose a threat of personal injury or property 
damage; or 

‘‘(ii) the information is exempt under the 
provisions of section 552(b)(1) of title 5, 
United States Code. 

‘‘(B) The Secretary shall ensure that any 
personally identifiable information, includ-
ing Social Security numbers and passport 
numbers, is removed from any manifest 
signed, produced, delivered, or electronically 
transmitted under this section before access 
to the manifest is provided to the public.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on 
the date that is 30 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

f 

NATIONAL SLAM THE SCAM DAY 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 101, submitted earlier today. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S751 March 9, 2023 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

A resolution (S. Res. 101) designating 
March 9, 2023, as ‘‘National Slam the Scam 
Day’’ to raise awareness about pervasive 
government imposter scams, and to promote 
education to prevent government imposter 
scams. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 101) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

OBSERVING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BIRTH OF JOHN 
LESLIE ‘‘WES’’ MONTGOMERY 
AND COMMEMORATING HIS CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO JAZZ MUSIC 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 102, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

A resolution (S. Res. 102) observing the 
100th anniversary of the birth of John Leslie 
‘‘Wes’’ Montgomery and commemorating his 
contributions to jazz music. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 102) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, MARCH 10, 
2023, THROUGH TUESDAY, MARCH 
14, 2023 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned to convene for a pro 
forma session with no business be con-
ducted at 9:30 a.m. on Friday, March 10; 
that when the Senate adjourns on Fri-
day, it stand adjourned until 3 p.m. on 
Tuesday, March 14; that on Tuesday, 
following the prayer and pledge, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
Journal of proceedings be approved to 
date, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day, 

and morning business be closed; that 
following the conclusion of morning 
business, the Senate proceed to execu-
tive session and resume consideration 
of the Neiman nomination; further, 
that the cloture motions filed during 
today’s session ripen on 5:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, March 14. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order, following the remarks 
of Senator CARDIN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland. 

f 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, so 
many cities and towns across America 
have the story of a segment of highway 
or a railroad track that cuts ruthlessly 
through neighborhoods. These neigh-
borhoods may not have been affluent, 
but they supported vibrant, tight-knit, 
supportive communities with cherished 
homes, schools, and small businesses. 

Backed with Federal funding, these 
highways and other massive infrastruc-
ture projects tore these neighborhoods 
apart and left them an enduring legacy 
of exclusion and diminished oppor-
tunity. To be sure, these infrastructure 
projects were intended to serve a pur-
pose, and they did serve a purpose— 
transportation, of a particular sort. 
For families who could afford a car and 
a house in the suburbs, highways were 
built to whisk people in and out of our 
urban downtowns, without regard for 
the people and the communities re-
maining in those downtowns. 

In the most benign cases, these 
projects were designed without care or 
sensitivity to the people they left be-
hind and excluded. In the worst cases, 
the outcome of suppression and exclu-
sion of people of color was, in fact, de-
liberate. 

It is time to confront our legacy of 
racism and exclusion in infrastructure 
development and promote the next gen-
eration of infrastructure that heals, 
unifies, and reconnects—an infrastruc-
ture of inclusion, not division. 

Thankfully, under President Biden’s 
leadership and the direction of Con-
gress, we are doing just that. President 
Biden has affirmed and reaffirmed his 
commitment to advancing equity and 
combating systemic racism through 
two Executive orders. 

The first Executive order, which was 
signed on the first day in his office, 
said: 

The Federal Government should pursue a 
comprehensive approach to advancing equity 
for all, including people of color and others 
who have been historically underserved, 
marginalized, and adversely affected by per-

sistent poverty and inequality. Affirma-
tively advancing equity, civil rights, racial 
justice, and equal opportunity is the respon-
sibility of the whole of our Government. 

The Executive order he signed just 
last month acknowledges that we have 
so much work to do. It says: 

[M]embers of underserved communities— 
many of whom have endured generations of 
discrimination and disinvestment—still con-
front significant barriers to realizing the full 
promise of our great Nation, and the Federal 
Government has a responsibility to remove 
these barriers. 

How to remove these barriers. 
These barriers exist in a metaphoric 

sense, but sometimes they are con-
crete—literally. Baltimore City has 
dealt with the enduring legacy of its 
own ‘‘highway to nowhere.’’ This 
project is on the Franklin-Mulberry 
corridor in West Baltimore. It started 
as a way to get drivers out of the city 
quickly. Although the city never com-
pleted the project, a 1.4-mile stretch of 
highway contained within a concrete 
canyon was built and did irreparable 
harm to the surrounding communities: 
971 homes and 61 businesses were de-
stroyed. The project displaced approxi-
mately 1,500 people, most of them 
Black. And for decades, the city has 
lived with this eyesore and barrier to 
growth, opportunity, and connection. 

Let me be clear. Removing barriers 
like highways is not simply about de-
molishing or removing infrastructure; 
it is about building the kind of infra-
structure our cities and communities 
need—the infrastructure of 
connectivity and inclusion. 

This means that instead of a highway 
for fast moving cars—or worse, an un-
used highway—in the case of Balti-
more’s ‘‘highway to nowhere,’’ we need 
to restore neighborhood street grids, 
parks, sidewalks, and bike trails—the 
infrastructure we need to reconnect 
people with opportunities, with busi-
nesses, with education, and with 
healthcare. 

I am proud that under President 
Biden’s leadership on equity and the 
surface transportation title of the bi-
partisan infrastructure law that the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works negotiated, we now have a Fed-
eral program specifically aimed at ad-
dressing the legacy of division and ex-
clusion from past infrastructure 
projects and supporting a new and bet-
ter future for hurt and marginalized 
communities. The Surface Transpor-
tation Reauthorization Act, which the 
Environment and Public Works Com-
mittee reported unanimously in May of 
2021, includes the Reconnecting Com-
munities Program, later included in 
the final Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act. 

I might say I am proud of the role 
that our Presiding Officer played in the 
development of that law, the infra-
structure law, as well as Reconnecting 
Communities. I was proud to serve on 
the committee with our Presiding Offi-
cer, and we are pleased to be an inte-
gral part in making sure that legisla-
tion got to the President’s desk. 
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When we were negotiating the sur-

face transportation reauthorization 
bill, it was not easy to convince every-
one that this would be a worthy pro-
gram. But just look at the over-
whelming need across the country and 
the expressions of interest in the first 
round of grant awards—more than 350 
applications nationwide—that far out-
paced the amount of funding available. 

There are so many worthy projects 
across the country. They never re-
ceived enough planning and consider-
ation through the Federal policy 
framework that existed prior to Presi-
dent Biden’s focus on equity, the bipar-
tisan infrastructure bill, and Recon-
necting Communities. 

I think the overwhelming need we 
are seeing across the country will 
strongly support the program’s con-
tinuation and expansion into one of the 
U.S. Department of Transportation’s 
signature initiatives. 

Last month, after all the work of de-
veloping legislation and enacting it 
into law and standing up the program, 
the Department of Transportation 
awarded the very first round of Recon-
necting Communities grants. 

I am proud that after all the work on 
the bipartisan infrastructure law, Bal-
timore City was one of the first recipi-
ents of the Federal funding under the 
Reconnecting Communities Program. 
Baltimore will receive a $2 million 
grant for planning, to which the State 
of Maryland, under Governor Moore, is 
adding $400,000. 

This funding is going to start an im-
portant process of planning and en-
gagement with the people of Baltimore 
to develop a proposal, one that I hope 
will move forward in the coming years 
with Federal support for the construc-
tion of a project of great significance 
to Baltimore and its future. 

This award for Baltimore and the es-
tablishment of the Reconnecting Com-
munities Program is an important 
milestone in the history of our Na-
tion’s approach to infrastructure. For 
far too long, our national infrastruc-
ture policies contributed to tearing 
down communities while we built our 
transportation networks. With the Re-
connecting Communities Program, our 
Federal infrastructure policy will no 
longer tear communities apart. Rather, 

it must build up, reconnect, and sup-
port them. 

With that, Madam President, I yield 
the floor. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
adjourned until 9:30 a.m. tomorrow. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 3:48 p.m., 
adjourned until Friday, March 10, 2023, 
at 9:30 a.m. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate March 9, 2023: 

THE JUDICIARY 

MARIA ARAUJO KAHN, OF CONNECTICUT, TO BE UNITED 
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE SECOND CIRCUIT. 

JAMES EDWARD SIMMONS, JR., OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN 
DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

DANIEL I. WERFEL, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO 
BE COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUE FOR THE 
TERM EXPIRING NOVEMBER 12, 2027. 
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